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A chairde, 
 

WITH GAA flourishing across 
Connacht, as evidenced by the 
fantastic successes of Galway 

recently, it was with great pleasure that we 
witnessed Tobin Engineers taking home the 
Innovation Award at the ACEI Awards 
recently. 

The University of Galway Connacht GAA 
Air Dome is the jewel in the crown for sport 
in this province and it will continue to draw 
crowds from around Connacht, Ireland, and the rest of the world in 
the years to come. 

It’s amazing to think we have such a sporting venue on our 
doorstep but Tobin Engineers helped to make an idea become real-
ity. Fair play to them. 

The club game is taking centre stage at the moment with the 
various county championships being played out across the board, 
and it be won’t be long before champions are crowned again. 

All is quiet on the inter-county scene but there have been vari-
ous comings and goings with managerial hotseats being vacated 
and filled. Kevin McStay has taken the job in Mayo and Roscommon 
are surely very close to their selection now. 

And in another province, it was one Galway man out and 
another Galway man in, as Mattie Kenny left Dublin while All-
Ireland winning supremo, Micheal Donoghue took charge. 

2023 will bring with it a whole new league and championship 
with dreams and expectations aplenty. And after Galway’s brilliant 
run to the All-Ireland final this year, going so close against Kerry, 
there is no doubt that Connacht teams can compete at the very 
highest level again. 

Padraic Joyce’s men went to Croke Park, and spearheaded by 
Shane Walsh, they put on a show. They were so unfortunate that 
David Clifford was on-form that day too, and he was the difference 
in the end. 

But Galway will be back again next year, Mayo won’t be a 
million miles away and last year’s Division 2 champions Roscom-
mon will be a threat too, while Sligo and Leitrim have the belief to 
pull off some big wins along the way. 

It was tremendous to see Galway winning an All-Ireland inter-
mediate camogie title this year while the Galway minors won the 
football decider – an all-Connacht affair emphasising the talent 
that’s out there in this province. 

There are obvious green shoots everywhere and you would be 
foolish to think a Connacht team won’t be at the business end of 
the big competitions again next season. 

But for now, it’s crucial we give the club scene its own time to 
flourish. It has been a huge success and we look forward to more. 

 
Is mise, le meas  

John Prenty 
Rúnaí, CLG Cuige Connachta

Dear friends, 
 

 

WE are in the thick of the 
club season now and 
with the new struc-

tures in place, we are 
constantly finding out new ways 
we can improve going forward. 

However, with the spotlight 
on the club game at this time of 
the year, it has really given it 
time to breathe. There will 
always be opportunities to tweak 
and refine the GAA calendar going forward but for 
now I think it’s important to allow it to grow in its 
current guise. 

Back at inter-county level, there was huge inter-
est in the Mayo job which shows there is massive 
belief in that group of players. There is obviously 
potential there, that they can get back to Croke Park 
on the big day.  

Meanwhile, Roscommon were Division 2 champi-
ons in the league under Anthony Cunningham last 
year and I’d be surprised if they didn’t get another 
influential character to follow in his footsteps. 

Galway were so close in the All-Ireland last year, 
and it was the final of all finals at Croke Park. It was 
pure football and that was emphasised by the fact 
that you had a straight shootout between two of the 
best footballers in the game.  

Galway and Kerry served up a classic, as did 
Shane Walsh and David Clifford. If you look at the 
championship next year it looks to be way open.  

Even in Connacht, all of the teams will be posi-
tive about their chances. While the Tailteann Cup 
adds another carrot after that. It proved its worth 
last year and now even if you aren’t pushing on for 
provincial honours there is still that real tangible 
prize to aim for.  

Connacht has been flying it across the board – 
Galway won a minor All-Ireland a few months ago 
and more recently than that, the Galway intermedi-
ate camogie team won their own All-Ireland. The 
GAA is so strong in this province and it’s a pleasure 
to see teams coming west with silverware. 

And the University of Galway Connacht GAA Air 
Dome is the ideal landmark at the centre of it all, in 
Bekan. I am thrilled for Tobin Engineers and their 
recent award. 

They have been really good for the province, they 
have managed the infrastructure extremely well and 
they have been very professional. It’s fitting they get 
that reward. 

It is a tremendous feat of engineering, being the 
biggest sporting arena of its type in the world. We 
are just delighted to be a part of it, but all credit to 
Tobins for their award. 

 
Is mise, le meas 

John Murphy 
Uachtarán Chomhairle Connacht

Nóta an Uachtaráin

Keep yourself in the loop.  Sign up today for your free elec-
tronic copy of  the magazine – emailed directly to your 
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LEAD – Kevin McStay has taken charge of his native county, Mayo.  
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Galway forward Niamh McPeake 
gets to the ball first in the `` 
camogie final. 
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By EDWIN McGREAL 
The Mayo News 

 
 

HAD Kevin McStay walked into the 
County Board meeting in the Dr 
Mickey Loftus room, there’s no 

guarantee everyone would recognise him. 
In wishing him well, Garrymore GAA 

delegate John Farragher admitted as 
much. 

He recalled meeting McStay in 
MacHale Park before but not recognising 
him. 

In his defence, the new Mayo manager 
was wearing a mask. 

It was symbolic of the whole mood 
around the county yesterday (Monday). 

Who was going to be unmasked as the 
new Mayo manager? 

There was an expectation that the 
name would slip out before the meeting, 
but all day passed and no word emerged. 

In the modern world, when we expect 
our information immediately, if not sooner, 
this was too much for many Mayo fans to 
bear. 

Nobody knew with any level of 
certainty and the waiting was driving 
people crazy. 

Before the meeting, there was no word 
from club delegates, many of whom would 
hear the grass grow. 

At 7.33pm Mayo GAA Chairperson 
Séamus Tuohy walked into the room with 
a smile and people waited with baited 
breath. It turned out they’d have to wait a 
few minutes longer. 

Séamus Tuohy asked Assistant Trea-
surer Michael Diskin to give an update on 
the Mayo GAA development draw. It was 
as if Tuohy was toying with everyone in 
the room. 

Diskin dutifully obliged, but we’re not 
sure how attentive people were. 

Then, at 7.38pm, the chairman 
turned the discussion towards the 
‘eagerly awaited’ main item. Two 
minutes later, at 7.40pm, he 
confirmed that the name the top 
table were ‘recommending’ was 
Kevin McStay. 

There were a few comments 
from the floor, a few more details 
from the chairman, and at 
7.45pm McStay was ratified with 
a warm round of applause. 

After two days of secrecy and 
fans going out of their mind, the 
new Mayo manager had finally 
been unmasked.

Donie Buckley Damian Mulligan

Liam McHale

New manager is 
‘unmasked’ in 
seven minutes 

Stephen Rochford
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By EDWIN McGREAL 
The Mayo News 

 
 

AFTER eight long, uncertain weeks 
Mayo have finally found a new 
manager. 

Kevin McStay was ratified for a four-
year term by a full meeting of the Mayo 
GAA County Board to take over from 

James Horan. 
It brings the curtain 

down on two months 

of drama, speculation, sniping and whis-
pers. 

Four strong candidates put their 
names forward and that, combined with 
the star-studded backroom teams they 
each assembled, showed how much 
desire is out there for this gig. 

It was also a vote of confidence in the 
process put in place. In recent weeks 
we’ve written how such a process has 
been needed because of the many farci-
cal moments which have attended Mayo 
appointing or removing a manager over 
the past three decades. 

We’d also argue that the process also 
lent itself to significant competition. 

We don’t think a head-hunting process 
would have led to such a strong manage-
ment team getting over the line or being 
put forward. 

For instance, after Kevin McStay’s 
backroom team was announced, followed 

by Mike Solan’s and Declan Shaw’s, did 
Ray Dempsey feel the need to 

expand his search further? 
Given the timing of his 
announcement seven days 

ago, it would appear so. 
It became an arm’s 

race of sorts in the 
days and weeks 

after Kevin 
McStay’s back-
room set-up 
became known. 

This was healthy. 
It was great to 

see the wide range 
of top level people 

willing to get 
involved. 

Of course one 
downside is that people 

pitched themselves to 
particular candidates, 

pushing their case. 
Online polls have to be 

treated with a certain health 
warning, but it was clear in the 

past week that Kevin McStay and 
Ray Dempsey’s tickets were 
receiving the most support. 

Therefore, it was always 
inevitable that there would be consider-

able disappointment among the many 
people who picked the man who lost out. 

Some very good football people I know 
have argued strongly for both in recent 
weeks. 

As have plenty of less informed 
people, one might add. 

And it is very easy to construct an 
argument for either ticket. 

Here in The Mayo News we endeav-
oured to be neutral in our reporting over 
the last six weeks to be fair to the four 
candidates. Also, given how toxic many 
Mayo GAA discussions have become, we 
didn’t think throwing our tuppence into the 
mix would be in any way helpful. 

The candidates all deserved to be 
treated fairly and so we approached it like 
we would an election. 

But, of course, we all have our own 
personal views on who we think would be 
best. 

I can only speak for myself and say 
that I felt the McStay ticket had the edge 
for experience, cohesion and coaching 
nous. 

But there was a lot to be excited about 
in the Ray Dempsey ticket, as well as 
those of Mike Solan and Declan Shaw. 

We’ve often been worried about not 
having enough high-level people to get 
involved with various Mayo teams. The 
last few weeks have been a welcome 
balm to that notion. 

One of the downsides of recent weeks 
is that some of the commentary on social 
media — and in some sections of the 
local media — underscored how divided a 
county we’ve become. 

That’s perhaps an inevitable conse-
quence of the hurt and hunger of so many 
All-Ireland defeats and such a long wait 
for Sam. The long shadow of the most 
recent All-Ireland final loss to Tyrone 
lingers too. 

So asking everyone to rally behind the 
successful applicant is easier said than 
done. And perhaps it is very easy for this 
writer to say given my stated preference. 

However, unless there is a sense that 
the process was not a rigorous, fair and 
transparent one, then we have to give the 
successful candidate our backing. 

Yes, the appointment process definitely 
went on too long, and communication 
from the board at various stages was poor 
but, fundamentally, it was a correct proce-
dure. 

Not before time, and hopefully it can 
be the best way forward from now on too. 

Ultimately, of course, no successful 
candidate will be judged on getting the 
job. 

There is only one way replacing James 
Horan will be seen as a success and that 
is to lead Mayo to the promised land. 

So any support has to be qualified but 
for now, before a single ball is even 
kicked, they merit support from the county 
at large. 

How long that lasts will depend on 
performances and results, just like it 
always has.

A new chapter begins

 
 
Former Roscommon manager Kevin McStay has taken 
charge of his native county Mayo ahead of the 2022 
season.                             Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE.
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By EDWIN McGREAL 
The Mayo News 

 
 

IF you had been told at the outset of 
James Horan’s two terms as Mayo 
manager that they would lead where they 

led, this week you’d expect an outpouring 
of emotion, sadness and regret from Mayo 
fans akin to that afforded players who 
retired in recent seasons. 

And while there have been plenty of trib-
utes, there’s a noticeable ambivalence 
among many Mayo supporters at the end of 
‘Horan II’. 

It stands in marked contrast to the 
rawness felt after his departure in 2014 
post the Kerry replay defeat in the Gaelic 
Grounds. 

Why is the mood so for the departure of 
Mayo’s greatest ever manager? 

It’s worth recapping his achievements. 
In the wake of losing to Sligo and Long-

ford in 2010, Horan came in and brought 
Mayo to four successive All-Ireland semi-
finals, finals in 2012 and 2013, and they 
were arguably the best team in the land in 
2014, where one of the most shocking 
refereeing displays of modern times played 

a seismic role in their extra-time defeat to 
Kerry. 

In late 2018, he came in after 
Mayo’s Qualifier loss to Newbridge 

when there was quite a broad 
consensus that Mayo were 

on the slide after four 
All-Ireland final 

defeats from 2012 to 2017. 
Yet in 2019 he led them to a celebrated 

National League title and an All-Ireland 
semi-final. 

A team that were expected to be ‘in tran-
sition’ reached the following two All-Ireland 
finals. 

His term ended like his first, in an All-
Ireland series defeat to Kerry, but in a far 
meeker manner than that battle in Limerick. 

History will be kind to James Horan, 
many have said. 

Why isn’t the present kinder? 
There are a few reasons. We can start 

with the obvious. 
As good as so many of his seasons 

were: (six Connacht titles and All-Ireland 
semi-finals in seven out of eight seasons), 
the failure to win an All-Ireland is impossible 
to shrug off. 

As Séamie O’Shea said when he retired 
last year, if you had said you were going to 
be in as many finals as Mayo were the past 
decade and won one of them, you’d have 
considered it a bad return. 

For Mayo to stand at zero wins from 13 
attempts since 1989, and having to go back 
71 years for our last success is simply 
incredible. 

And while there was a romanticism 
about the journey for much of the last 

decade among many Mayo fans, that has 
made way for a deep frustration, a weari-
ness, particularly in the aftermath of the 
defeat to Tyrone. 

Most people are sick of the journey now; 
they just want to arrive at the destination. 

The hand of history has weighed heavily 
on Mayo and that’s certainly not James 
Horan’s fault. But he will know that four 
finals under his watch and no wins is a bad 
return. 

And while expectations might have been 
much lower in 2010, they certainly are not 
now. That’s because of James Horan’s 
success at making Mayo so consistently 
competitive and is also what has, in part, 
cursed him now. 

He did everything but win an All-Ireland 
and in the modern world of black or white, 
there’s no room for nuance by far too many 
people. 

It’s why Jim McGuinness is rated higher 
than Horan despite Mayo’s enduring 
consistency. 

As blogger An Spailpín Fánach 
observed this week:  “In the Michael 
Murphy era, Mayo have dominated Done-
gal but Donegal won the one game that 
matters above any of the others. You may 
think it unfair, but that’s the competition and 

if you don’t like it go play something 
else.” 

But the lack of an All-Ireland is not 
the only reason for the current mood.  

Tactics and media 
 
Whole books could be written on the 

discussion of James Horan’s tactics over 
the years. He has always had a pretty 
singular vision for how his Mayo teams 
have played. ‘Horanball’ relies on athleti-
cism, hard running and wearing teams into 
submission. 

While there have been subtle variances 
on this, the overarching approach has been 
quite constant. 

It’s not necessarily his only philosophy – 
at club level he set up Westport defensively. 

And his Ballintubber team won their first 
county senior final in 2010 on an 0-8 to 0-5 
scoreline, not out of kilter with their games 
en route to the final. 

He sees ‘Horanball’ as the best way to 
get the most out of the talents he has. 
Others disagree. Former Cavan manager 
Terry Hyland once quipped about having 
10,000 selectors. Horan had more. Some 
knew what they were talking about, many 
more did not. 

And while you can argue that Horan 
needed to take different approaches in 
different games, we must not forget that 
Mayo have lacked enough top-level 
forwards, ergo the need for frequent raids 

Reeling in the Horan y

Ex-Mayo manager James Horan was hugely 
successful during his time in charge of the 
county.    Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.
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Cunningham 
steps down  

 

from defenders and gaps left in their wake; 
we can’t forget that Mayo’s game intelli-
gence and amount of smart footballers are 
more limited than other top teams (oh for 
an Alan Dillon these past three seasons) 
therefore patient, probing football has 
proven difficult, so high octane, running 
games are often better suited. 

How much of these issues are ones 
Horan could have improved and how much 
are just the cards he was dealt is hard to 
say. 

But Mayo certainly did need to be more 
flexible in games, something they achieved 
more in the Stephen Rochford era than in 
Horan’s second coming. 

What certainly did not help Horan in his 
second term was how he communicated to 
the outside world. 

We found him increasingly difficult to 
deal with from a media point of view, 
compared to his first term. We could throw 
our toys out of the pram but, while critical of 
his approach, we must know that this is but 
one colour in the kaleidoscope of inter-
county management, if one of the more 
public facets of the role.   

That being said, when you are under 
attack, as Horan frequently was, he could 
have been far more proactive about getting 
his message out, changing the narrative. 

Too often he stayed quiet or demurred 
questions that were huge talking points and 
in the modern cauldron of social media, the 
barking grew louder and louder. 

In the fog of anger, egos and agendas 
that came from some of his critics (though 
not all, we hasten to add), his achieve-
ments have almost become sidelined. 

Right now, never mind in the fullness of 
time, there can be no doubt about how 
much better he has left Mayo football than 
where he found it. 

He has changed the culture from a yo-
yoing of fortunes to consistent excellence. 
He has cultivated an interest in the game 
never seen before in a county that was 
quite rabid to begin with. 

The minors that will take to Hyde Park in 
the All-Ireland Final on Friday grew up 
following Mayo as they dined at the top 
table year in, year out. Their outlook on 
Mayo football is vastly more positive and 
confident than those of us who grew up in 
earlier decades. 

That’s some legacy James Horan can 
lay claim to. 

If Mayo fall down from where we are 
now, it will not be his fault but the fault of 
those for whom the custodianship has been 
passed onto that they cannot continue the 
legacy. 

If Mayo go on and reached the promised 
land in the coming years, James Horan’s 
role in that will be seismic.

n years
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ANTHONY Cunningham has 
stepped down as Roscom-
mon senior football manager 

after four years in charge. 
Cunningham, who was 

appointed in November 2018, 
informed Roscommon GAA that he 
didn’t wish to be considered as 
manager for a fifth year. 

Under Cunningham’s steward-
ship, the Rossies won a Connacht 
senior football title, two Division 
Two League crowns and a FBD 
League title. 

His final game as Roscommon 
boss was the heartbreaking one-
point loss against Clare in Croke 
Park last June when his side 
coughed up a five-point lead within 
sight of an All-Ireland quarter-final 
against Derry. 

In a statement, Roscommon 
GAA Chairperson, Brian Carroll, 
said: “I want to thank Anthony for 

everything he has done for 
Roscommon football over the last 
four years. 

“Anthony gave everything while 
manager and we had many memo-
rable days along the journey. On 
behalf of everyone in Roscommon, 
I want to thank Anthony and his 
management teams for all their 
efforts and work. 

“Anthony is one of life’s gentle-
men and I wish him the best of luck 
in the future.” 

While Cunningham’s decision to 
step away from the fold isn’t 
entirely a surprise, the timing of the 
announcement is hardly ideal with 
the local club football champi-
onships set to get underway this 
weekend. 

The Roscommon GAA Executive 
Committee will now begin the 
process of appointing a new senior 
football manager.

Anthony Cunningham stepped down from the Roscommon hotseat.  
Photo: Brendan Moran / SPORTSFILE.
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By COLM GANNON 
Mayo Advertiser 

 
 

MAYO are on the hunt for a new 
senior hurling manager after 
Derek Walsh decided to step 

down as manager following a successful 
spell in charge of the county. 

The Ballyhaunis native who also 
captained the county during his playing 
days took over the team in 2018. In his 
first year in charge of the side he guided 
the county to the National Hurling League 
Division 2B title and Mayo managed to 
stay in Division 2A in the league for the 
following two seasons. 

On the championship front Mayo made 
it to the Nicky Rackard Cup final in 2020 
only to be pipped by Donegal in the final 
in Croke Park during the Covid-19-
affected championship. The following year 
Mayo bounced back to reach the Rackard 
final again in 2021 and got over the line, 
beating Tyrone in the final. After a poor 

league run this year when championship 
came around, Mayo found their feet once 
more under Walsh and made their way to 
Croke Park in the Christy Ring Cup Final, 
where they came up against an impres-
sive Kildare side and fell just short against 
the Leinster men. 

Mayo GAA Chairperson Seamus 
Tuohy thanked Derek and his manage-
ment team, saying they had continued to 
drive Mayo hurling forward, adding: “I 
want to thank Derek and his backroom 
team for their commitment, dedication and 
the huge effort they put in to keeping 
Mayo Hurling competitive over the past 
few years.” 

Mayo GAA will now ask the hurling 
clubs in the county to nominate suitable 
candidates for the position of hiring 
manager and, after consultation with the 
hurling board, the candidates will be 
shortlisted and interviewed for the position 
before recommendations are brought 
before a full meeting of the county board.

MICHEAL Donoghue, All-Ireland 
winning manager with Galway, has 
taken over as manager of the 

Dublin senior hurlers. 
Across his four seasons in charge of 

the Tribesmen he helped the county to 
end a 29-year wait for the Liam 
MacCarthy Cup in 2017. He then guided 
them back to the decider 12 months later. 
They fell to Limerick in the 2018 final, 
after defending the Leinster title. 

The Clarinbridge man also guided the 
county to National League success in 
2017. 

Donoghue departed in the wake of the 
shock 2019 championship defeat to the 
Dubs. 

He succeeds his fellow Galwegian 
Mattie Kenny in his new role on a three-
year deal. 

Donoghue's former selectors with 
Galway, Francis Forde and Noel Larkin, 
will be part of the backroom team, while 
ex-Westmeath boss and Dublin native 
Shane O'Brien also joins the backroom 

team. 
“We're delighted to announce the 

appointment of Micheál and his backroom 
team,” said Dublin GAA chairman Mick 
Seavers. 

“Micheál brings a wealth of experience 
to the role. 

“We wish him and the panel all the 
very best and look forward to working with 
Micheal and his team over the coming 
years.” 

Dublin suffered a disappointing exit 
from the 2022 Championship. They 
started with three consecutive wins in the 
Leinster Championship, including an 
impressive away victory against Wexford, 
but defeats to Kilkenny and Galway saw 
them exit before the All-Ireland series. 

Donoghue will be one of five new 
managers in the Liam MacCarthy Cup in 
2023, along with Liam Cahill (Tipperary), 
Pat Ryan (Cork), Davy Fitzgerald (Water-
ford) and Derek Lyng (Kilkenny). 

Former Galway manager Mícheál Donoghue 
will take charge of Dublin in 2022.  

Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE

Derek Walsh was another manager who 
stepped down from his position in Mayo this 
year.             Photo: Harry Murphy / SPORTSFILE.

Walsh leaves the Mayo 
managerial hotseat

Former Galway supremo 
takes charge of Dublin
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DUBLIN were on the lookout for a 
new senior hurling manager, 
following the departure of Mattie 

Kenny. 
Kenny took charge of the Sky Blues 

for four seasons, with the 2022 cham-
pionship campaign ending with disap-
pointing losses to Kilkenny and his 
native Galway. 

The Dubs reached the All-Ireland 
quarter-final in 2021, but failed to build 
on it this year. 

Kenny had taken the reins off the 
back of a successful spell with Cuala, 
in which he led the Dalkey club to 
back-to-back All-Ireland titles. 

“I have informed the Dublin county 
board that I will not be seeking another 
term as senior hurling manager,” he 
said in a statement. 

“Managing the Dublin senior hurling 
team for the last four years has been a 
great privilege and honour for me. 

“We worked tirelessly in the effort to 
bring success to the county and our 
passionate band of Dublin supporters. 

“A special thank you to a fantastic 
group of players. The respect and 
togetherness within our group made it 
a joy to work with you every day during 
my term as manager, and while we 
didn't achieve the targets we set out for 
ourselves, I fully believe the success 
you deserve will arrive in the coming 
seasons.”

JOHNNY Kelly has been announced 
as the new manager of the Offaly 
senior hurlers. 

Kelly, who was part of Michael 
Fennelly’s backroom team, succeeds the 
Kilkenny great in the role. 

Several big names were linked with the 
job in recent months, including a Liam 
Sheedy and Eamon O'Shea double act, 
but the Faithful County have now opted 

for continuity with Kelly's appointment. 
“The Management Committee 
of Offaly GAA is pleased to 

recommend the appointment 

of Johnny Kelly as the new manager of 
our senior hurling team,” read a state-
ment. 

Kelly led his native Portumna to the All-
Ireland Club Championship title in 2009, 
and guided Tipperary side Borris-Ileigh to 
the decider in 2020. 

After Fennelly was in charge for three 
seasons, Kelly will hope that Offaly will 
make further progress under his watch as 
they bid to get back to hurling's top table. 
During Fennelly's time at the helm, they 
won the Christy Ring Cup, and competed 
in Division 1 of the National League in 
2022. 

The Leinster side will compete in Divi-
sion 2A and in the Joe McDonagh Cup in 
2023. 

The county also changed their football 
manager this intercounty off-season, with 
Liam Kearns replacing John Maughan.

 
 

New Offaly manager Johnny 
Kelly during his time as 

selector with the county.  
Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach 

/ SPORTSFILE.

Kenny steps down after four years

Kelly named Offaly 
senior hurling manager

Mattie Kenny (right) pictured with Galway hurling manager 
Henry Shefflin’s after Dublin’s defeat at Pearse Stadium 
earlier this summer.                     Photo: Ray Ryan / SPORTSFILE.
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All-Ireland Senior Football Championship 
 

Kerry ................................0-20  
Galway .............................0-16 

 
 

KERRY are All-Ireland champions for 
the 38th time after a thrilling 0-20 to 
0-16 victory over Galway. 

The Kingdom were forced to dig deep, 
and trailed until the 42nd minute of the 
contest. But they came good, with eight 
David Clifford points helping them over 
the line. 

Jack O'Connor was brought in as 
manager 12 months ago with the express 
goal of winning the Sam Maguire Cup. 
And he has done just that, leading his 
county up the steps of the Hogan Stand 
for the fourth time across three stints in 
charge. 

It wasn't to be Galway's day. But 
Pádraic Joyce can be proud of his young 
team's display. 

Shane Walsh was the story of the first 
half. The Tribe sharp-shooter treated 
Jones' Road as his playground, with his 
five points before the break helping 
Galway into a 0-8 to 0-7 half-time lead. 

Although Damien Comer was subdued 
by the impressive Jason Foley, Walsh 
took Tom O'Sullivan for a tour of Croke 
Park, kicking points off both feet. 

Pádraic Joyce's charges had their 
tactics spot on, and dominated the 
midfield. John Daly pulled the strings 
throughout. 

Such was their ascendancy that the 
Fields of Athenry began ringing around 
the stadium. 

The one area of worry for the 
Connacht champions however was their 
kick-outs. But Kerry were unable to punish 
Conor Gleeson's wayward restart. 

Uncharacteristically, the Munster side 
lacked a ruthless streak, and seven 
first-half wides from the Kingdom 
ensured they were trailing at the 
break. 

However, David Clifford was 
proving a handful for Seán Kelly. 
The Fossa forward rose high to 
claim two marks during the first half, 
and also kicked one from play. 

Galway twice led by three points in the 
early stages, but that margin was reduced 
to a single white flag at the interval. 

Shane Walsh kicked two incredible 
points from play in the first-half 

Jack O'Connor introduced the Spillane 
brothers at half-time, as he looked to alter 
the match. 

The contest rumbled on as the teams 
went point-for-point. And the personal 
duel of Shane Walsh and David Clifford at 
either end was worth the entrance fee 
alone. 

Kingdom defeat Tribesmen  
to end wait for All-Ireland glory

FOUL: Cillian McDaid of Galway is tackled by Gavin White (left) and Jack Barry of Kerry during 
the All-Ireland final.                                                                                      Photo: Harry Murphy / SPORTSFILE.

CHALLENGE: Galway goalkeeper Connor Glee-
son fists the ball away ahead of Paul Geaney 
of Kerry at Croke Park.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.

STAR: Galway’s Shane Walsh surveys his 
options in space.  

Photo: Brendan Moran / SPORTSFILE.
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Both forwards continued to register 
stunning points, but it was the men in 
green and gold who got their noses in 
front. 

Like he did against Dublin two weeks 
prior, Paudie Clifford came roaring into 
the contest after the break, as Kerry built 
a 0-16 to 0-14 lead. 

However, Walsh and Cillian McDaid 
quickly tagged on scores to level it, 0-16 
apiece, with five minutes remaining. 

But in the championship moments, it 
was the Kingdom who had the greater 
reserves. David Clifford, Killian Spillane, 
Gavin White and Seán O'Shea scored the 
last four points to drag them over the line. 

The 'famine' is over in Kerry. The 

eight-year wait - which is a considerable 
length of time by the standards set in the 
south-west - has been ended. 

Now that the monkey is off this team's 
back, they will not want to stop here. 

 
SCORERS – Kerry: D Clifford 0-8 (3fs, 2ms), S 
O'Shea 0-3 (3fs), P Clifford, K Spillane 0-2 each, S 
O'Brien, G White, G O'Sullivan, D O'Connor, P 
Geaney (m) 0-1 each. 
Galway: S Walsh 0-9 (4fs, 145), C McDaid 0-4, J 
Glynn, K Molloy, J Heaney 0-1 each. 
KERRY: S Ryan; T O'Sullivan, J Foley, G O'Sulli-

van; B Ó Beaglaíoch, T Morley, G White; D Moran, 
J Barry; D O'Connor, S O'Shea, S O'Brien; P Clif-
ford, D Clifford, P Geaney. Subs: A Spillane for 
Moran (HT), K Spillane for Geaney (HT), J Savage 
for P Clifford (43-46, blood), M Burns for O'Brien 
(56), P Murphy for Ó Beaglaíoch (63), J O'Connor 
for P Clifford (70+3). 
GALWAY: C Gleeson; K Molloy, S Kelly, J Glynn; D 
McHugh, L Silke, J Daly; P Conroy, C McDaid; P 
Kelly, M Tierney, J Heaney; R Finnerty, D Comer, S 
Walsh. Subs: F Ó Laoi for Finnerty (46), C 
Sweeney for Conroy (58), E Finnerty for Heaney 
(63), N Daly for Tierney (70+4). 
REF: Seán Hurson (Tyrone).

CLOSE: Kerry forward Stephen O’Brien gets back to make a vital block on Galway’s Johnny Heaney.                              Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE.

HARD: Galway midfielder Paul 
Conroy struggles to get through the 
challenge of Kerry’s Seán O'Shea.                                        
Photo: Harry Murphy / SPORTSFILE.

OPEN: Galway’s Robert Finnerty gets a pass 
away against Kerry. 

 Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE.
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All-Ireland Intermediate Camogie 
Championship 

 

Galway .............................0-13 
Cork ...................................0-11 

 

By DARAGH Ó CONCHÚIR 
 

GALWAY had just the more energy 
to win an absolute arm wrestle 
with Cork and with that, the Glen 

Dimplex All-Ireland Intermediate Camogie 
Championship title. 

The second half was a tight and tense 
affair, which would always suit the team 
with the advantage and that was the 
Tribeswomen, who began it with a three-
point lead and won by two. 

Cork did not help themselves, shooting 
11 wides over the hour, but some of those 
should be credited to the fantastic defen-
sive play of the Galway defence in which 
Ciara Donohue and Lisa Casserly were 
colossal figures. 

Galway were reduced to 14 in the 
52nd minute when Kate Manning was 
shown a second yellow card in six 
minutes, for a high tackle, but Cathal 
Murray’s troops rarely looked in danger of 
conceding a goal. 

That said, they were a little fortunate 
when Joanne Casey surprisingly elected 
to shoot low from a free just outside the 
20m line in the 56th minute, with two 
points between the sides. 

Just a minute earlier, Stephanie Beau-
sang dived bravely at the feet of Laura 
Kelly to deny the Galway sub a goal and a 
score at the other end would have fed the 
gradual momentum in the Rebels’ direc-
tion. 

While reducing it to the minimum 
seemed the obvious move, Casey went 
for goal and the sliotar ricocheted off the 
ankle of Katie Anna Porter who cleared. 

Three minutes later, Katie Gilchrist was 
slotting her seventh point of the day with 
her last act of the game and the margin 
was three. 

Casey split the posts for her sixth in 
the third minute of injury time from a tight 
angle but time ran out on Trevor Cole-

Gilchrist’s seven the founda ti

HIGH: Michelle Murphy of Cork in action against Olwen Rabbitte of Galway during the All-Ireland 
intermediate camogie final.                                                          Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.

CONTROL: Laura Loughnane of Galway moves 
clear of Cork’s Ashling Moloney in the All-
Ireland intermediate final.  

Photo: Seb Daly / SPORTSFILE. 
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man’s team. 
There wasn’t a whole lot between 

them in a more open first half either but 
Galway were just a little more economic, 
and in Laura Loughnane, had a forward 
clearly in good order with herself as she 
fired three points from play. 

With Gilchrist finding the target from 
five frees and Tegan Canning and Niamh 
McPeake also getting on the scoresheet, 
that was four of Murray’s six starting 
forwards doing the business. 

Cork had three, Casey slotting four 
frees and the lively Lauren Homan (two) 
and outstanding Katelyn Hickey splitting 
the posts also. 

Both teams played with sweepers – 
Ciara Hickey for Galway and Ashling 
Moloney for Cork – and the pair were 
largely effective as goal opportunities 
were at a premium and they mopped up 
far too many wayward deliveries. 

It was 0-10 to 0-7 at half-time but Cork 
resumed with a pep in their step and 
already had half a goal chance when 
Homan slotted her third point but as the 
game wore on, things became more 
clogged around the middle third. 

The Maroons were able to bring on a 
player of the calibre of Kelly, who was 
central to them getting over the line with a 
goal and two points after coming off the 

bench. 
Within seconds of her 40th minute 

introduction, she set up McPeake for a 
lovely score but Cork had their own depth 
in defence and Rachel O’Shea finished 
very well for the score of the day that 
began in the Rebel defence and was 
advanced spectacularly by Hickey for the 
Carrigaline finisher to score. 

But Galway would not let Cork any 
closer than touching distance. And that 
was far enough away. 

 
SCORERS – Galway: K Gilchrist 0-6 (6fs); L 
Loughnane 0-3; N McPeake 0-2; T Canning 0-1. 
Cork: J Casey 0-6 (5fs); L Homan 0-3; K Hickey, R 
O’Shea 0-1 each 
GALWAY: F Ryan, C Starr, C Donohue, C Hickey, K 
Manning, L Casserly, K A Porter, A Hesnan, J 
Hughes, N McInerney, K Gilchrist, T Canning, O 
Rabbitte, N McPeake, L Loughnane.  
Subs: L Kelly for Canning, S Corcoran for McIner-
ney (both 40); C Kenny for Loughnane (55); A 
Kelly for Gilchrist (60). 
CORK: S Beausang, A Moloney, N O’Leary, G 
Hannon, J O’Leary, K Kilcommins, L O’Sullivan, L 
Callanan, R Harty, J Casey, K Hickey, S Hutchin-
son, L Homan, H Ryan, C O’Callaghan.  
Subs: M Murphy for Hutchinson (29); R O’Shea 
for C O’Callaghan (39); A O’Callaghan for Ryan 
(59). 
REF: Gavin Donegan (Dublin).

a tion as Galway grind it out
OPEN: Galway forward Niamh McPeake gets to the ball 
first ahead of Cork’s Ashling Moloney.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.

CLOSE: Galway’s Tegan Canning fight for 
possession with Rachel Harty of Cork in Croke 
Park. Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.
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7 August 2022 – Galway players celebrates with the Jack McGrath Cup after their side's victory in the 
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Intermediate Camogie Championship Final match between Cork and Galway 
at Croke Park in Dublin.                                                                                                                 Photo by Seb Daly/Sportsfile
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All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship 
 

Kilkenny ...........................1-13 
Galway .............................0-12 

 

By Daragh Ó Conchúir 
 

KILKENNY came out on top in the 
latest chapter of their wonderful 
rivalry with Galway, ensuring that 

we would have new Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland senior champions when they 
played Cork in the decider. 

Galway fought to the final whistle in a 
bid to hold onto their title but their failure 
to penetrate the Noresiders’ defence and 
in particular, to beat outstanding goal-
keeper Aoife Norris proved their undoing. 

The Cats held the upper hand for most 
of the second half, from the time Laura 
Murphy drilled a rasper to the corner of 
the Galway net from 22m in the 37th 
minute to put them ahead, just two 
minutes after Norris had denied Sabina 
Rabbitte. 

The game was played with real pace 
and jaw-dropping intensity and Kilkenny 
were quicker out of the traps. Indeed they produced a lot of the 

better quality and intent in the first quarter 
at least but still saw themselves going in 

trailing at half-time by two, 0-8 to 0-6, after 
Galway had appeared to weather the 
storm and begin to make inroads of their 
own. 

Cathal Murray and his crew will think 
that they should have really led by more, 
with Norris making three excellent stops, 
including from a penalty by Galway goal-
keeper Sarah Healy, after Michelle 
Teehan had rugby-tackled Siobhán 
McGrath to the ground. 

While much talk has been of the losses 
shipped by Kilkenny this year, Julianne 
Malone’s return after a three-year 
absence has been a huge plus and she 
weighed in with four invaluable points 
from play, including the opener. 

When the ubiquitous Katie Nolan 
pointed 10 minutes in, Kilkenny led by two 
but Carrie Dolan and Catherine Finnerty 
brought Galway level. 

Mary O’Connell should have goaled 
after being put through by Miriam Walsh 
but blazed over and it continued to be nip 
and tuck, the teams also level on 0-4, 0-5 
and 0-6 apiece. Dolan and Ailish O’Reilly 
provided some separation, either side of 
Norris’s 28th minute penalty save. 

The exchanges were ferocious and 
Shauna Healy did remarkably well to 

Norris heroics have 
Cats jumping for joy

CHANCE: Niamh Kilkenny of Galway creates 
an opening against Katie Power of Kilkenny.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.

CONTROL: Galway defender Sarah Dervan keeps possession ahead of the challenge from Sophie 
Dwyer of Kilkenny.                                                                                Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.
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survive a shuddering hit before offloading 
to O’Reilly from the deck for the final 
score of the opening period. 

Gaule halved the deficit from a free 50 
seconds in but she wasn’t to have a good 
day on placed balls and Nolan took over 
later on. GAule was very influential 
getting on the ball though from her deeper 
position. 

That said, Norris was called into action 
once more in the 35th minute with her 
best stop, coming out to narrow the angle 
as Rabbitte cut in from the left and 
making a brave stop from point-blank 
range. 

Dolan made no mistake from the 45, 
but two minutes later, Murphy was gener-
ating incredible speed on a drive that 
gave Sarah Healy no hope. It felt signifi-
cant. 

That said, the indomitable Aoife Dono-
hue slotted a sweet score and Dolan an 
equaliser from a placed ball and it was in 
the melting pot with ten minutes and 
change remaining. 

It was Kilkenny that found what was 

required, with some quite heroic defend-
ing keeping Galway scoreless, while at 
the other end, Murphy, Nolan (free), 
Malone and Sophie Dwyer edged the 
Stripeywomen ever closer to the Holy 
Grail. 

 
SCORERS – Kilkenny: J Malone 0-4; L Murphy 
1-1; K Nolan 0-3(2fs); M O’Connell, D Gaule (fs) 0-
2 each; S Dwyer 0-1.  
Galway: C Dolan 0-8(6fs, 1 45); A Donohue 0-2; 
A O’Reilly, C Finnerty 0-1 each 
KILKENNY: A Norris, T Fitzgerald, M Teehan, 
Claire Phelan, N Deely, G Walsh, S Fitzgerald, L 
Murphy, K Power, J Malone, D Gaule, M 
Kenneally, M O’Connell, M Walsh, K Nolan.  
Subs: S Dwyer for Kenneally (49); M Bambrick 
for Murphy (59), A Prendergast for Power (60), 
Ciara Phelan for T Fitzgerald (60+5) 
GALWAY: Sarah Healy, R Hanniffy, S Dervan, H 
Cooney, E Helebert, Shauna Healy, R Black, A 
Donohue, Ni Kilkenny, N Hanniffy, A O’Reilly, C 
Dolan, C Finnerty, S McGrath, S Rabbitte.  
Subs: D Higgins for Rabbitte (37); Á Keane for 
O’Reilly (54); S Gardiner for Helebert (58); S 
Spellman for McGrath (60) 
REF: Andy Larkin (Cork).

SPEED: Galway’s Catherine Finnerty speed 
away Croke Park.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.

SPIN: Galway’s Siobhán McGrath turns away from Grace Walsh of Kilkenny in the All-Ireland semi-final.           Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.
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All-Ireland Intermediate Camogie  
Championship Semi-final 

 

Galway ...............................3-9 
Meath .................................2-8  

 

By DARAGH Ó CONCHÚIR 
 

SECOND-HALF goals from super 
sub Laura Kelly and Olwen 
Rabbitte were the key scores as 

Galway survived a stern examination to 
overcome Meath in the Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland intermediate camogie semi-final at 
UPMC Nowlan Park.  

It was a measure of consolation for 
manager Cathal Murray and some of his 
players, who were part of the senior panel 
that Murray also led that lost its grasp on 
the senior title last night.   

The Tribeswomen had been the domi-
nant force of the group stages, scoring 
heavily and being miserly in defence but 
they were rocked after just two minutes by 
a fantastic Aoife Minogue goal in the 
second minute.  

Meath had sprung out of the traps with 
good energy playing with the wind, and 
Minogue’s rasping goal was a wonder 
strike from an unlikely angle, after Sophia 
Payne had cut out a Galway clearance, 
ironically as a result of a Minogue shot for 
point that dropped short.  

It was a first goal of the campaign 
conceded by the Maroons’ defence but 
their response was impressive, points 
from Niamh McPeake and captain, Tegan 
Canning coming quickly.  

Amy Gaffney split the posts for Meath 
but Katie Gilchrist provided a cute finish to 
an outstanding team move for a Galway 
goal after Canning won possession. Katie 
Manning and McPeake were involved as 
the ball was transferred to Olwen Rabbitte 
and the corner-forward showed great 
vision to find Gilchrist, who batted first 
time to the net.  

Gilchrist added a couple of frees and 
McPeake and Canning also doubled their 
tallies to make it 1-6 to 1-2 at half-time, 
Meath’s inefficiency in front of the posts 
putting a flattering gap between the sides.  

With a strong wind at their backs, 
Galway would have been firm favourites 
to kick on after the restart but that was to 
reckon without the durability and doughti-
ness of the Royals.  

Minogue and sub Kristina Troy halved 
the deficit but Galway put some space 
between them when Kelly goaled within a 
minute of her introduction, finishing from 

the rebound after Niamh McInerney, who 
came on at the same time, had struck the 
crossbar.  

Kelly added a couple of points, one 
from a penalty, and though Meath got it 
back to a goal once more, Kelly had the 
final say to cement the westerners’ final 
spot. 

 
SCORERS – Galway: L Kelly 1-3(0-2fs, 0-1 pen); 
K Gilchrist 1-2(0-2fs); O Rabbitte 1-0; N McPeake, 
T Canning 0-2 each.  
Meath: J Dolan 0-4(fs); A Minogue, A Gaffney 1-1 
each; K Troy 0-2. 
GALWAY: F Ryan, C Starr, C Donohue, C Hickey, K 
Manning, L Casserly (capt), K A Porter, A Hesnan, 
J Hughes, S Divilly, K Gilchrist, T Canning, O 
Rabbitte, N McPeake, L Loughnane.  
Subs: L Kelly for Gilchrist, N McInerney for 
Divilly (both 40); A Kelly for Porter (50); S Corco-
ran for Loughnane (57). 
MEATH: M Randle, S Payne, M Clince, S Leonard, 
T King, A Keogh, L Devine, E Burke, G Coleman, A 
Maguire, A Gaffney, A Minogue, O O’Halloran, J 
Dolan (capt), S Hackett. Subs: A Slattery for 
Hackett (22); K Troy for Devine, S Kealy for 
Maguire (both ht); R O’Neill for Clince inj (57); E 
Regan for O’Halloran (60+2). 
REF: Cathal McAllister (Cork).

Kelly comes off the bench 
to inspire Galway

LINK: Galway forward Laura Loughnane gets 
her pass away despite the attention of Sinead 
Hackett of Meath in the All-Ireland semi-
final.                            Photo: Evan Treacy / INPHO.

POWER: Galway defender 
Ciara Hickey takes the ball 
upfield against Meath.  

Photo: Evan Treacy / INPHO. 
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Connellan 
in the hunt 

 

By IAN COONEY 
Roscommon Herald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NEW front frontrunner has 
emerged in the race to 
succeed Anthony 

Cunningham as Roscommon 
senior football manager. 

Former Kilmore and 
Roscommon player Don 
Connellan is now one of the 
leading candidates to be the 
new man at the helm for next 
season. 

Connellan has an impressive 
club CV in Galway where he 
has managed Moycullen for five 
years, leading the club to county 
senior football championship 
success in 2020. 

He was part of the NUIG 
management as the Galway 
university famously won the 
Sigerson Cup earlier this year, a 
side that featured a number of 
Roscommon players. 

Connellan made his champi-
onship debut for Roscommon 
during the 1-12 to 1-10 victory 
against Leitrim in Carrick-on-
Shannon in 1993 before being 
part of the Connacht-champi-
onship winning panel in 2001. 

Pádraig Pearses manager 
Pat Flanagan also remains in 
the hunt to succeed Anthony 
Cunningham, having been 
nominated for the role by the 
2021 county and Connacht club 
champions.

By RICHARD CANNY  
Roscommon Herald 

 
The death took place 

recently of Ray Sheerin, a 
member of the U-21 Roscom-
mon panel that won the All-
Ireland title in 1966 following 
victory over Kildare. 

A native of Knockvicar, Ray 
played a lot of club football in 
Donegal when retail work 
brought him to Ballyshannon. 
He played a prominent role on 
the St Joseph’s team of 
Ballyshannon and Bundoran 
when it won four Donegal 
senior football championships 
in a row between 1973 and 
1976. 

He was also a player on 
that same team that clinched 
the 1975 Ulster GAA senior 
club football championship 
against Castleblayney Faughs 
of Monaghan. He also played 
senior county football for 
Donegal and was a member 
of the Donegal panel that  
captured the county’s historic 
first Ulster senior champi-
onship in 1972.He later 
worked with Magees of Done-
gal town before to setting up a 
very successful retail busi-
ness, Aidan Ray Menswear, 
with his brother, Aidan. 

Ray, 7 Drowes Court, 
Tullaghan, County Leitrim 
passed away peacefully on 
Monday, August 15th at his 

home surrounded by his 
loving family. Beloved 
husband of the late Vera (nee 
McShea), he will be dadly 
missed by his loving daugh-
ters, Sinead and Nicola; his 
adored granddaughter, 
Caoimhe; his brothers, Aidan 
and wife Anna (Knockvicar, 
Boyle); Declan (Dublin); his 
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, 
nieces, nephews and all his 
relatives, neighbours and 
great friends. 

Funeral Mass took place 
on Thursday,  August 18th, at 
the Church of Our Lady Star 
of the Sea, Bundoran followed 
by burial in St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery, The Rock, 
Ballyshannon. 

By IAN COONEY 
Roscommon Herald 

 

CARRAGH Kennedy 
became the eighth 
Roscommon player to 

win a 60 x 30 All-Ireland minor 
handball title following a 
terrific victory on her home 
court in St. Coman’s this after-
noon. 

Despite trailing 8-0 in the 
first game, Kennedy came 
storming back into proceed-
ings against Clare’s Leah 
Minogue to prevail 21-20 
before winning the second 
game 21-13 to be crowned 

national champion. 
“I’m delighted. I can’t 

believe I won it. But I’ve 
trained hard every day and 
that hard work has paid off. 

“I panicked a bit (in the first 
game), fell asleep maybe I 
suppose. But it was all about 
keeping cool. I had complete 
concentration and focus,” she 
said afterwards. 

St. Coman’s Handball Club 
in Roscommon Town is host-
ing this afternoon’s 60 x 30 All-
Ireland senior and minor 
handball finals, both male and 
female, where some of the 
country’s top handballers are 
in town. 

Former Roscommon ace Don 
Connellan is now in the running for 
the new Rossies senior manager 
job.    Photo: Ray McManus / SPORTSFILE.

Roscommon youngster Carragh 
Kennedy is a rising star in hand-
ball circles. Photo: Roscommon Gaels.

Youngster Kenny stars

Ray Sheerin was a member of the U-21 Roscommon team  that won the All-Ireland in 1966. Ray is pictured in 
the back row, fifth from the right. The photo appears in Tony Conboy’s Roscommon GAA History book.

Former All-Ireland U-21 
winner mourned
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THE Roscommon GAA Scór Sinsir 
competitions were launched in 
Hannon’s Hotel on Thursday last, 

1st September. The Senior category of the 
GAA’s cultural wing is open to club 
members over the age of 17 and while the 
competitions have not been held at county 
level since early 2020, it is hoped that 
Roscommon clubs will embrace the return 
to Scór action in the coming weeks.  

Opening the evening’s proceedings, 
Clare Connellan, Oifigeach Cultúir, CLG 
Ros Comáin, spoke of the “fantastic outlet 
Scór provides to GAA members across the 
country and the opportunity it offers clubs 
celebrate and enjoy our music, song and 
dance”. She reminded those gathered 
from a variety of clubs across the county 
that the GAA is not just a sporting organi-
sation but a cultural one too, established 
to promote all things distinctly Irish, our 
‘oidhreacht spioradálta’ (spiritual heritage). 
The crowd were informed that this year’s 
Scór Sinsir County Final will take place in 
Kilmurry Hall on Saturday, 8th October 
and will be hosted by Tulsk Lord Edwards 
GAA. In summation, Clare appealed to 
every club in Roscommon to enter at least 
one of the 8 Scór events (Figure Dancing, 
Solo Singing, Recitation/Storytelling, 
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Roscommon GAA Laun c

Participant's from Scór Sinsir and Scór na nóg at our Senior Scór launch earlier this month: St Ronan's - Ceol Uirlise (instrumental music group), 
and Kilmore's Matthew Ffrench(below)  who represented Roscommon and Connacht in the All Ireland Recitation. 
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Ballad Group, Question Time, Novelty Act, 
Instrumental Music, Set Dancing). 

Brian Carroll, Cathaoirleach CLG Ros 
Comáin, acknowledged the wonderful 
work done to promote Scór in the county 
over the past year in the wake of the 
pandemic. He gave particular praise to the 
terrific Scór na nÓg season which culmi-
nated in 3 Roscommon clubs representing 
Connacht in the All-Ireland finals in Killar-
ney. Brian spoke of the “infectious passion 
and pride” he witnessed at the national 
Scór na nÓg finals and said it was compa-
rable to any event in Croke Park. As he 
outlined, his own club Kilmore saw first-
hand what a special social outlet and 
source of parish pride Scór can be.  

Thomas Murray, Leas-Chathaoirleach 
CLG Ros Comáin and Cathaoirleach 
Coiste Náisiúnta Scór, spoke of his delight 
at seeing Scór na nÓg thriving in Roscom-
mon over the past year. He hoped this 

positive trend would continue into the 
senior competition. Thomas reiterated 
Clare’s appeal to clubs to make the effort 
to promote the competition locally and 
have representation. “Every area has a 
singer who could go into the Solo Singing, 
someone who could recite a poem or a 
local quiz team that could represent their 
club”.  

Those present were treated to top 
class entertainment by the reigning 
Connacht Scór Sinsir Champion Music 
Group from St. Ronan’s GAA, who played 
a wonderful selection of tunes, and from 
this year’s Connacht Scór na nÓg Cham-
pion Recitation/Storytelling, Matthew 
Ffrench, from Kilmore GAA, who delivered 
his winning piece.  

In finishing off the night’s proceedings, 
the contribution of John O’Connor, PRO 
CLG Ros Comáin,  towards promoting 
Scór events in the County was acknowl-

edged.  
Clubs wishing to enter this year’s 

competitions can do so by contacting 087 
9145557 or 087 9471081    Email: 
roscommonscor@gmail.com Deadline for 
entries Friday, 30th September.  Updates 
will be available on Social Media through 
GAA Scór Oifigiúil and Scór Roscomáin on 
Facebook or @roscommonscór on Insta-
gram  

Competition rules and further informa-
tion is available at https://www.gaa.ie/the-
gaa/cultur-agus-gaeilge/scor  

 

Scór Sinsir Dates for 2022 
Roscommon Scór Sinsir Final: Saturday, 

8th October, Kilmurry Hall, F45 T996 
Connacht Senior Scór Final: Sunday, 23rd 

October (Venue: TBC) 
All Ireland Senior Scór Final 2022: T.F. 

Royal Theatre, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.
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n ch Scór Sinsir 2022

Last year's contestants who represented Roscommon and Connacht in the All - Ireland in 
Bekan Connacht Centre of Excellence Dome earlier this year:

Ceol Uirlise - St Ronan's. Nuachleas - St Dominic's.

Tráth na gCeisteanna - Elphin. Bailéad Ghrúpa - St Dominic's.
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GALWAY 
manager 
Pádraic 

Joyce is hopeful that 
Liam Silke will be 
available for next 
year’s campaign after it 
emerged that the experi-
enced defender is 
moving to New Zealand to 
continue his work as a 
doctor. 

The performances of the 
27-year old, who was handed 
the key man-marking job 
throughout Galway’s march to the 
All-Ireland final, were key as the 

Tribesmen 
reached the 
decider for the first 
time since 2001. 

Silke did not 
play in the 2018 
championship 
when Galway 
reached the All-
Ireland semi-final 

after he moved 
to Boston for the 
summer during 
his only oppor-
tunity to do so 

during his 
medical stud-
ies. 

The 
Corofin man, 
whose dad 
Brian was a 
sub on the 
1998 
Galway 
team which 
his uncle 

Ray captured 
to All-Ireland 

glory, has since 
qualified as a 

doctor and is due to 
head to New 

Zealand. 
But manager Joyce 

said they were hopeful 
Silke would be back at the 

heart of their defence next 
season and said they would do 
everything they could for it to 
happen. 

“He is going for a few 
months, but hopefully he’ll be 
back,” said Joyce. “If we have 

to fly back and get him we 
will fly back and get him. 

“In fairness to Liam, 
he has been outstand-

ing for us. He did the untold man-marking 
work all year and he has taken out some 
top class forwards from Derry, Armagh 
and Sean O’Shea on Sunday. 

“He has been outstanding and he will 
deserve his All Star when he gets it in a 

few weeks’ time.” 
Joyce does not envisage any 
retirements from a squad 

where only midfielder Paul 
Conroy is over 30 and 

he’s confident that the 
33-year old St 

James’ clubman 
has another few 

seasons left 
in him. 

“Paul 
is the only 
one (over 30) but 
he has another 
couple of years left in 
him. He’s not going 
anywhere. It’s a young 
team, very ambitious players 
and the experience from this year 
will definitely bring us on as a group 
and we will learn from it. 

“We now have to build on it, even down 
to the club level. Let’s not wait 20 years 
again until we are back in a final.” 

The return from injury of full-back Seán 
Mulkerrin, out since January with a serious 
knee injury picked up on duty for NUIG in 
the Sigerson Cup, will be a boost for 
Joyce next year. 

And promising midfielder James 
McLaughlin from Moycullen, also out of 
contention this summer through injury, will 
also be expected to push on from impres-
sive minor and U-20 performances and 
challenge for a place. 

On Sunday three members of the side 
— Jack Glynn, Patrick Kelly and Matthew 
Tierney — which captured the U-20 All-
Ireland by defeating Dublin in December 
2020 started against Kerry, with 
Salthill/Knocknacarra’s Cathal Sweeney 
coming on as a sub. 

But several more members of that 
victorious side, including goalkeeper 
Conor Flaherty, midfielder Cian Hernon, 
and forwards Paul Kelly and Tomo 
Culhane will be expected to push strongly 
for inclusion. 

It also remains to be seen if Peter 
Cooke, who was working abroad this year 
after also missing Moycullen’s historic 
county title success two years ago, is 
based back in Ireland.

Silke heading 
for New Zealand

By JOHN FALLON Media West Ireland  

Galway defender Liam 
Silke in action against 
Derry in the All-
Ireland semi-final at 
Croke Park.  
Photo: Ray McManus / 
SPORTSFILE.
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DAVID COX RIP

By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

THE home club of Galway 
captain Seán Kelly was 
plunged into grief just days 

before the All-Ireland football final 
following the death Moycullen stal-
wart David Cox. 

Mr Cox, a former juvenile chair-
man who managed several teams in 
the club and held various roles over 
the years in Moycullen GAA and the 
local community, passed away after 
an illness. 

Poignantly, one of his last GAA 
matches when he attended the All-
Ireland minor football final where his 

youngest son Charlie, the latest in 
the family to play for Galway, won a 
medal as they defeated Mayo in the 
decider in Roscommon. 

The Moycullen club is at the 
centre of Galway’s bid for All-Ireland 
senior glory on Sunday against 
Kerry with captain Seán Kelly joined 
by his brothers Paul and Eoghan, 
along with Dessie Conneely, Owen 
Gallagher and James McLaughlin, 
on the panel. 

“It is with great sadness and a 
heavy heart that we share the news 
that our great friend and club stal-
wart Dave Cox passed away,” said 
the club in a statement. 

“Fondly known as ‘Coxy’ he held 
many roles over the years - juvenile 
chairman, fundraiser, manager of 

various teams and he organised 
almost every event and was on 
nearly every committee we have - he 
simply never stopped. 

“Dave was well known as the go-
to guy, the person who would get 
something, anything, done. No fuss, 
no fanfare, and no chance that he 
would accept any praise from 
anyone, it just wasn’t his way.” 

Mr Cox, who was involved in 
several sports, was from the 
Claddagh in Galway city where his 
late father Tom was a former coun-
cilor, while his sister Margaret 
served as a councillor and senator. 

Mr Cox, whose mother Betty died 
last month, is survived by his wife 
Philomena and children Katie, 
Robyn, Jamie, Daniel and Charlie.

The late David Cox pictured with Charlie, Phil and Daniel 
Cox at the 2019 Electric Ireland Minor Star Awards. 

 Photo: Seb Daly / SPORTSFILE.
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

PETER Cooke, who wasn’t part of 
Galway’s run to the All-Ireland final 
as he was working in the United 

States, showed what Padraic Joyce’s men 
missed as he turned in a man-of-the-
match display as Moycullen trounced 
Tuam Stars by 0-15 to 0-6 in a 
game that both sides went into with 
maximum points from three 
matches. 

Cooke, whose work is contin-
uing to him being largely based 
in the United States, dominated 
midfield and crowned a superb 
display with three points from 
distance and a long-range 
free. 

It remains to be seen if a 
way can be found for Cooke to 
be part of Joyce’s 2023 plans 
but for now he is hoping to 
lead the way for Moycullen, 
having missed out on their 
historic maiden county title 
two years ago as he was in 
the United States. 

Tuam Stars, the most 
prolific winners of the Galway 
title but without a success 
since 1994, were disappoint-
ing. Former Galway captain 
Gary O’Donnell edged then 
0-3 to 0-1 in front after 14 
minutes but they didn’t score 
again for over half an hour and by 
then Moycullen were out of sight 
with Cooke leading the way. 

Champions 
Mountbellew/Moylough are the 
only other side with a perfect start 
as they chalked up their fourth 
victory with an impressive 1-16 to 0-
6 over triumph over Bearna. 

The holders never looked back 
once county player Patrick Kelly got his 
fifth goal of the campaign after 19 
minutes which pushed them 1-3 to 0-1 in 
front and they just pulled away after that 
with an impressive array of points. 

Val Daly’s side, who won their fifth title 
last season, look like the team to beat 
again this year and they have sailed into 
the quarter-finals with four decisive wins. 

The final round of games will decide 
the quarter-finalists with a lot of teams still 
in contention — the top two in each of the 
three groups will qualify along with the two 

best teams who finish third. 
Killannin’s hopes of being in the mix 

ended with a 3-10 2-10 loss to Claregal-
way when two goals from former county 
player Patrick Sweeney wasn’t enough to 
prevent a third loss. 

Danny Cummins, Conor Flaherty and 
Nathan Grainger got the goals for a 

Claregalway side who chalked up 
their third win, with Young Footballer 
of the Year nominee Jack Glynn 
going forward from defence to be 
among their scorers. 

Caherlistrane drew for the 
second time and needed a later 
point from Oisin O’Brien to finish 
0-10 apiece with St Michael’s. 
They remain in contention on four 
points, with St Michael’s on five 
points. 

Leitir Móir also drew for a 
second time thanks to a late 
point from Dylan Seoighe 
snatching a 0-9 to 1-6 draw 
after Cian Monaghan had 
given Oughterard an early 
boost with a goal. 

A Frankie Burke goal 
just after half-time and 
a point from Damien 
Comer sent Annagh-
down on their way to 

their second win 
after they turned 
around level with An 

Cheatrú Rua before 
winning by 1-11 to 0-

10. 
All Star and Player of 

the Year nominee Cillian McDaid 
led the way as a Monivea/Abbey side 
managed by his father Garvan finally got 
their first win after three narrow losses. 
Milltown led by 1-5 to 0-6 at the interval 
thanks to a Mark Hehir goal before 
McDaid set up Eoin Blade for a goal and 
then hit the net twice himself as they ran 
out 3-10 to 1-9 winners. 

John O’Mahony’s Salthill/Knocknacarra 
bounced back from their first loss to 
Monivea/Abbey by defeating city rivals St 
James’ by 1-15 to 0-11. Tomo Culhane 
and Rob Finnerty, both of whom missed 
gilt-edged goal chances before the break, 
kicked 0-11 between them and fellow 
county player Cathal Sweeney wrap up 
the win with a late goal.

Cooke stars for brilliant 
Moycullen  

Peter Cooke in action for Galway against Mayo 
at Croke Park last year.  

Photo: Harry Murphy / SPORTSFILE.
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Galway goalkeeper 
Éanna Murphy gets 
his first nomination.  

 
Photo: Sam Barnes / 

SPORTSFILE.

Galway 
defender and 

leader Pádraic 
Mannion. 

 
Photo: David Fitzgerald / 

SPORTSFILE.

The powerful  
Joseph Cooney.  
Photo: Brendan Moran / 

SPORTSFILE.

Cathal Mannion’s 
pinpoint passes 
were a feature 
throughout.  

Photo: Seb Daly / 
SPORTSFILE.

All-Star nominee Conor Whelan 
was a leading light, up front for 
Galway all year.  

Photo: Stephen McCarthy / 
SPORTSFILE.

Tom Monaghan came of age 
for Galway this year.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / 
SPORTSFILE.

 
Daithí Burke 

continues to put in 
the stellar performances 

and he was nominated again.  
Photo: Sam Barnes / SPORTSFILE. 

Having impressed so much 
against Limerick, Fintan Burke 
was nominated. Photo: Brendan 
Moran / SPORTSFILE.

All-Star Hurling nominees 2022
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All-Star Foorball nominees 2022
Galway defender  
Liam Silke.  
Photo: Ray McManus /  
SPORTSFILE.

Galway captain 
Seán Kelly.  

Photo: Ramsey Cardy / 
SPORTSFILE.

Shane Walsh had another stun-
ning year with his All-Ireland 
display the highlight.  
He is nominated for an All-Star 
and Footballer of the Year 
too.  
Photo: Ramsey Cardy / 
SPORTSFILE.

Former Aussie Rules star 
Cillian McDaid was nomi-
nated for an All-Star and 
Footballer of the Year.  
Photo: Brendan Moran / 
SPORTSFILE.

Youngster Robert Finnerty 
came of age in the Galway 

forwards.  
Photo: David Fitzgerald / 

SPORTSFILE.

The experienced Paul 
Conroy also received 
a nomination from 
midfield.  
Photo: Harry Murphy /  
SPORTSFILE.

Galway centre back John Daly. 
Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE.

Galway defender Jack 
Glynn was nominated 
for Young Footballer of 
the Year.  
Photo: David Fitzgerald /  
SPORTSFILE.

Galway’s Damien Comer. 
Photo: David Fitzgerald / 
SPORTSFILE.
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By JOHN HARRINGTON 
GAA.ie 

 

SHANEWalsh is hopeful the Galway foot-
ballers will build on this year’s run to the 
All-Ireland Final and challenge hard for 

the Sam Maguire Cup again in 2023. 
He believes the experience of playing in 

their first ever All-Ireland Final and pushing 
Kerry all the way can only improve them as a 
collective. 

“None of the group had played in an All-
Ireland final,” said Walsh when he was 
announced today as the PWC GAA/GPA Foot-
baller of the Month for July. 

“The only person person that could talk 
about was Padraic [Joyce] and Divvo [John 
Divilly]. 

“For all of us to experience the build-up to it 
and supporters getting behind us, the good 
gestures before and after the game like the 
homecoming, it was lovely to see that. 

“It has definitely whet the appetite for the 
group to get there again and finish the job. But 
there is work to be done. At the end of it all we 
fell short in the All-Ireland final. 

“We realise that and we have to go back 
down, take the break we need and get back at 
it again then. Lads are eager to get going 
again whenever we do get going. 

“Padraic hasn't shied away from saying 
that Galway should be challenging for All-
Ireland titles. The set-up was class. 

“We grew as the year went on, that was all 
down to the backroom team and the challenge 
they laid out. We grew stride for stride every 
game we played. Just unfortunate the way it 
finished out in the end.” 

Walsh was outstanding in the All-Ireland 
Final, scoring nine points, four of which were 
sublime efforts from play. He was played in a 
more advanced position than he had been 
earlier in the campaign, and woke up on the 
morning of the match confident he was going 
to rise to the occasion. 

“We saw an opportunity going after your 
direct opponent, and I was thinking that 'this is 
the day you wanted, this is the day you dream 
of, so go and express yourself',” he said. 

“Up until the morning of that game I proba-
bly was putting that pressure on myself, but 
when I woke up that morning it was probably 
the best I've ever felt going into a game. 

“I was relaxed and chilled. I was chatting to 
Sinead our nutritionist that morning, and I was 
very easy-going - she couldn't get over how 
relaxed I was. 

“I just said that 'I know I am going to be fine 
today' and she was a bit stunned, probably 
thinking 'Jesus you should put some pressure 
on yourself to play' but at the same time, that 
was just the way it was. 

“A big thing for me was knowing your 'why', 
like my family were there, and my family have 
bent over backwards for me to allow me to do 
what I do on a football field, and I wanted to 
make them proud. That's what means the 
most, because family is everything.” 
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Walsh 
transfer 
confirmed 

 
 

By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

SHANE Walsh’s trans-
fer to Kilmacud 
Crokes has been 

confirmed and the Galway 
star has been cleared to 
play for them in the Dublin 
championship. 

It is understood that his 
home club Kilkerrin-Clon-
berne did not lodge an 
objection to the controver-
sial transfer, but the north 
Galway club have voiced 
their unhappiness over rural 
clubs battling to hold on to 
their players. 

A Croke Park spokesman 
confirmed that the transfer 
had been cleared by the 
association’s Central 
Competitions Control 
Committee. 

The 29-year old, set to 
win his first All Star this 
year after crowning a 
superb season by kicking 
nine points in the All-Ireland 
final loss to Kerry, has 
stated the move will help 
prolong his career. 

Walsh is completing a 
BA in physical education at 
Portobello College in Dublin 
and wants to cut back on 
travel to training and 
matches, having commuted 
to Galway over the past 
year. 

But Walsh said he is 
determined to return to Kilk-
errin-Clonberne at some 
stage in the future. 

His home club opened 
their Galway intermediate 
championship with a 2-8 to 
1-10 win over Headford in 
his absence with a late rally. 

Programmes for the 
championship were printed 
before Walsh announced 
his intention to move — 
who is now free to link up 
with his new Kilmacud 
Crokes teammates, 
although it was unclear 
when he would make his 
debut for them.

Shane Walsh in action for Kilmacud Crokes after 
his transfer from Kilkerrin-Clonberne.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.

Galway star hopes 
footballers can raise 
level again in 2023
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

THE weather coming in off Galway 
Bay was pretty foul as delegates 
entered the Salthill Hotel on a dreary 

December night in 2018 for the annual 
county GAA convention. The atmosphere 
wasn’t much better in the room as another 
night of tribal bloodletting was about to 
unfold. 

Delegates, many who, as usual, would 
take no active part in the meeting, were 
wringing hands with glee at another 
evening of craic as accusations would fly 
back and forth and fellas, with the backing 
of their cronies already in the bag, would 
dig in and move on. 

Except this night was different. One of 
the top table occupants was spitting fire 
and those sitting around him were in the 
firing line. Mike Burke, a successful busi-
nessman from Kinvara well accustomed to 
balancing books and ensuring account-
ability, had come in as county treasurer 
the previous year and was horrified by 
what he found … sloppy accounting, 
hidden debts, massive expenses and 
surprisingly low gate receipts. And an 
accusation that certain individuals had 
done everything in their power to impede 
his investigation into the county’s finances. 

Explosive stuff. Most of the delegates 
just sat back and digested it all. But some 
had had enough. Not everyone in the 
room that night knew of Paul Bellew 
before the meeting but they knew all about 
the delegate from Padraig Pearses, only in 
his 30s, when he declared that having 
worked on an audit committee, he found 
sections of ‘Galway GAA rotten to the 
core.’ 

Unlike many before him who 
unleashed a scud and disappeared, 
Bellew pushed on and walked the walk. 
Within a year he was elected chairman of 
the hurling board, two years later he 
eased to the top job in the county when he 

was elected Galway chairman last Decem-
ber. 

It hasn’t been a one-man job, far from 
it, it never was, but Galway GAA is now in 
a different space since that explosive night 
in December 2018. There is still debt, but 
it is now managed and transparent. So too 
are all the procedures. Gate receipts 
jumped by 20% the following year as a 
new system came into place. Galway GAA 
is determined to become cashless. The 
days of the satchel are over. It had 
distributed 90% of its All-Ireland final tick-
ets electronically by last Sunday. 

Data bases have been compiled, as 
much as possible is carried out by elec-
tronic transfers. Key individuals have been 
appointed across the board, committees 
have been empowered and there is a high 
level of transparency and accountability. 

A key appointment has been that of 
Mark Gottsche as operations and finance 
manager. He arrived in Ireland when he 
was five from Germany back in 1992 when 
his Jurgen took up a role lecturing in cater-
ing at Galway RTC. Somehow Jurgen 
became involved in the GAA and became 
a regular at Galway football board and 
county board meetings. 

He was a stickler for rules and proce-
dures and regularly delegates would nod 
in agreement as he brought some German 
pragmatism to an issue. Then the dele-
gates would usually go off and vote the 
opposite way! 

Mark Gottsche played for Oranmore 
Maree and worked his way into Galway 
underage sides and into senior, before 
moving London where he resumed his 
playing career but also became involved in 
administration. He was a key figure on and 
off the field as London historically reached 
the Connacht final for the first time in 
2013. 

Gottsche was an ideal fit for Galway 
when he returned home a few years ago. 
A meticulous, low-key operator, he set 
about building from the bottom, putting 
good systems in place. 

Galway are confident that not a single 
‘genuine supporter’ will be without a ticket 
this week. They have not been shy or 
apologetic in cashing in either. On Tues-
day night 300 attended a dinner at €300 a 
head (match ticket included) in the Lough 
Rea Hotel. Another 300 were booked in for 
Thursday night at the same venue which 
is owned by sponsors Supermac’s. 
Another 600 both tickets for another ‘up 
for the match’ dinner in the Galmont Hotel 
in the city on Wednesday night, while 
hundreds are expected to attend a €25 a 
head stand-up gig at the Árd Rí Hotel in 
Tuam on Friday night. The profits from all 
events go to Galway GAA. 

Various other events have been organ-
ised around the county, all of them trans-
parent. Homecoming events have been 
planned, kept under wraps pending the 
outcome of the game, and team managers 
have been backed to the hilt. 

Of course, Galway were going well too 
in 2018 on the field when the fireworks 
went off in the boardroom. They had 
narrowly surrendered their All-Ireland hurl-
ing crown to Limerick, while Kevin Walsh’s 
footballers reached the All-Ireland semi-
final for the first time since 2001 and 
underage successes continued to flow in 
both codes. 

The difference now, though, is there is 
not much wrong with the core of Galway 
GAA.
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Galway GAA transformed

A Galway supporter 
after the Connacht 
final at Pearse 
Stadium in 
Salthill. 

Photo: Eóin Noonan / 
SPORTSFILE.
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By DARAGH SMALL 

 

THE minor final may no longer be the 
curtain-raiser on All-Ireland final day 
but the victorious Galway team who 

recently claimed the county’s seventh title 
in the grade are being brought to Croke 

Park as the senior side bid for glory. 

And the victorious 
minor team will also be involved in 
any homecoming celebrations on 
Monday if the county completes the 
double for the first time in history. 

Minor coach Tim Rabbitt, whose side 
claimed the trophy with a stunning 0-15 to 
0-9 victory over neighbours Mayo at Dr 
Hyde Park in Roscommon two weeks ago, 
said it is a great honour for the squad to 
be in Croke Park on All-Ireland final day. 

“We’ve had a fantastic season and the 
county board is good enough to bring us 
up to Croke Park on Sunday,” said 
Rabbitt. 

“We were looking to get out on the 
pitch with the cup at half-time but they are 
currently saying no to that, but you never 
know. 

“It was just a nice gesture to bring us 
up and arrange the transport to the venue, 
and just have one last experience for the 
boys together.” 

Those U-17s will likely backbone the 
Galway senior side in years to come but at 
the moment there is plenty of youthful 
talent flowing through the team looking to 
end a 21-year wait for Sam Maguire. 

“It’s quite a team. There’s a lot of play-
ers that have been around for a few years 
but this season they’ve kicked it on to 
another level,” said Rabbitt, who also 
guided the Galway ladies team to the All-
Ireland senior final three years ago. 

“I think Pádraic has managed them 
well, great credit for that, you know, they 
had some difficulties that they came 
through which they are now known 
stronger for. 

“The championship experience will 

really stand to them, you 
know, whether its next 
Sunday or if not for next 
year, they’ve got a team 
that they can develop and 
they can build them for 
next couple of years. 

“There’s plenty of good 
talent coming through as 
well that maybe aren’t 
featuring on Sunday. It’s 
coming down the track 
and we’re very fortunate 
in Galway but we’re 
doing quite a good bit of 
work. 

“There is a good bit of work being done 
with the development squads and that 
work is just starting to come through at 
senior level as well,” added the Oranmore 
native, who has also been involved with 
the Galway U-21 and intermediate foot-
ballers and numerous club teams. 

Rabbitt was manager when Galway 
reached a first TG4 All-Ireland senior foot-
ball championship final since 2005 three 
years ago and he was thrilled to see 
Galway competitive again, and almost 
dislodging Meath in their recent All-Ireland 
quarter-final. 

And with reigning champions Meath up 
against another fresh face in the final this 
year, Rabbitt knows it can only be good for 

Ladies football to have the likes of Kerry 
reaching deciders. 

Cork and Dublin won’t featured in the 
final for the first time since 2002 as the 
game continues to grow and become even 
more competitive. 

“Cork dominated for a good few years 
and then you had Dublin dominating, 
when we came up against them were 
certainly a formidable outfit,” said Rabbitt. 

“It’s great to see new teams getting to 
the top and it’s phenomenal what Meath 
are doing. It is brilliant to see Kerry coming 
through because they have been knocking 
on the door as well. They have come 
close on a good few occasions in quarter-
finals and so on. So it is a fantastic 
achievement for them.”
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All-Ireland winning minors  
take to Croke Park

 
 

 
Tim Rabbitt was talking before the 
All-Ireland SFC final.                                
Photo: Sam Barnes / SPORTSFILE.
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

GALWAY manager Pádraic Joyce 
said he was humbled after thou-
sands of fans turned out through-

out the county to welcome the team 
home after the epic All-Ireland final. 

Galway may have lost the decider to 
Kerry but fans still turned out in huge 
numbers and it took the team several 
hours to make it back to the city after 
stopping in Ballinasloe and Tuam along 
the way before a reception at Pearse 
Stadium in Salthill. 

Bonfires blazed in Barnaderg in the 
north of the county as the team bus went 
by Joyce’s home and there were also big 
crowds in Caltra and Mountbellew to 
greet the side after the county’s first All-
Ireland appearance in 21 years. 

“We can’t let that happen again, that 
a county like Galway can got that length 
without at least appearing in an All-
Ireland final. Getting to the final has 
whetted the appetite not just for us but 
for supporters and the county. 

“We are humbled today to see the 
crowds who have turned out. They were 
in Croke Park, we came up short, and 
yet there came out and made the effort 
to welcome us home. 

“We now need to build on this and 
imagine what it would be like coming 
back here with silverware. We gave it 
everything, we had the support of the 
county behind us but in the end Kerry 
finished it out. 

“They were beaten in a final a few 
years ago, maybe that experience got 
them over the line. I probably didn’t give 
them due credit afterwards but they were 
worthy winners and congratulations to 

them. It’s up to us now to build on this 
and go the next step,” said Joyce. 

He said the future is bright for 
Galway. The Galway team which won 
the All-Ireland minor title two weeks ago 
accompanied them on their homecom-
ing. 

Joyce paid tribute to them and in 
particular to one member of that squad, 
Moycullen’s Charlie Cox, whose dad 
David passed last week from cancer. 

“We will look out for you Charlie and 
also Daniel (who was on the Galway U-
20 team) because that’s what we do. We 
look after each other,” added Joyce. 

A number of Joyce’s former team-
mates who won All-Ireland medals with 
him in 1998 and 2001, including Michael 
Donnell and Paul Clancy, greeted him 
and his players in the tunnel as they 
departed Pearse Stadium for a function 
in a city centre hotel.
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Galway produced a fine display against Kerry in the All-Ireland final.                                                                                          Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE.

Galway receive heroes 
homecoming welcome
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By JOHN CONNOLLY 
Leitrim Observer 

 

LEITRIM LGFA have 
announced the appointment 
of former Fermanagh boss 

Jonny Garrity as the new manager 
of the Leitrim Ladies senior team 
in succession to Hugh Donnelly. 

Garrity is also a Tyrone native 
like his predecessor Hugh 
Donnelly and managed 
Fermanagh to the All-Ireland 
Junior title in 2020 and the Divi-
sion 4 League crown the previous 
year while he also worked as 
performance analyst with Pep 
Guardiola’s Man City in 2017. 

Hugh Donnelly stepped down 
in June after three years in which 
he led Leitrim to back to back 
Connacht Intermediate title and 
the 2021 Division 4 League Final. 

In their statement, Leitrim 
LGFA said "Leitrim LGFA, at its 
County Board Meeting last night, 
ratified the appointment of Jonny 
Garrity as its Intermediate Team 

Manager for 2023. We are 
delighted to bring the process of 
selecting a person to lead the 
County’s Intermediate Team into 
competitive action for the 2023 
season to a conclusion, with the 
appointment of the former Tyrone 
Minor and Fermanagh Intermedi-
ate manager to this position. 

"Jonny has a wealth of 
managerial and coaching experi-
ence which, combined with his 
educational background and 
fitness qualifications, make him 
the ideal appointment. We look 
forward to a year of progress, as 
we compete in Division 4 of the 
Lidl National League and the TG4 
Intermediate Championship. 

"Jonny, from the Fintona 
Pearses club, will be assisted in 
his role by Derrygonnelly Harps 
man, Dermot Feely, as selector.   
Additional members of the 
extended backroom team will be 
announced in due course. We are 
excited at the prospect of a 
successful and enjoyable foot-
balling year ahead.

MIKE Solan is set to 
stay as assistant 
manager for the 

Leitrim Senior footballers for 
the 2023 season after 
manager Andy Moran 
confirmed his fellow 
Ballaghaderreen clubman was 
back with the Green & Gold 
for the coming year. 

Solan had applied for the 
vacant manager's position in 
his native Mayo, assembling a 
strong backroom team in the 
process but he lost out to 
Kevin McStay in the battle to 
succeed James Horan. 

Solan's decision to apply 
for the Mayo job had 
prompted speculation that he  
would not be returning to the 
Leitrim set-up for the coming 
season and with a lot of coun-
ties on the lookout for 
prospective new managers 
including Roscommon, West-
meath, Monaghan and Sligo, 

the former Mayo Minor & U20 
manager was a highly sought 
prospect. 

However, Leitrim manager 
Andy Moran confirmed that 
his clubmate would be return-
ing to the role while he also 
stated that he was on the 
lookout for a new selector to 
replace James Glancy who 
has joined Paddy Christie's 
new management team in 
Longford. 

The Leitrim manager also 
revealed that Mohill's interna-
tional sprinter Eanna Madden 
would be taking over the role 
of head physiotherapist for the 
Senior football team after 
Shane Bohan stepped down 
from the role. 

However, Moran urged 
Leitrim GAA to find a mecha-
nism to keep the highly 
thought of Drumkeerin club-
man involved in the game in 
the county. 
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Former Fermanagh manager Jonny Garrity has taken control of 
Leitrim ahead of 2023.     Photo: Stephen McCarthy / SPORTSFILE.

Leitrim appoint former Fermanagh 
boss Garrity as new team manager

Solan to stay with Leitrim in 2023

Leitrim selector Mike Solan will stay with the county into next year.  
Photo: Brendan Moran / SPORTSFILE.
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By JOHN CONNOLLY Leitrim Observer 
 

ANDY Moran is on the lookout for a new selector for the 
Leitrim Men's senior team after it was revealed today that 
former Leitrim and Glencar Manorhamilton star James 

Glancy has been snapped up by Paddy Christie as part of Long-
ford's new management team. 

Longford GAA made the announcement today that the former 
Dublin star, credited with a huge role in the revival of Ballymun 
Kickhams, has been recommended to the clubs of the county as 
the new Longford Senior team manager with Glancy and Sligo's 
Dessie Sloyne named as his selectors. 

The news that the Glencar Manorhamilton clubman has left 
Andy Moran's backroom team, where he served as a selector 
with Barry McWeeney, comes on the heels of Assistant manager 
Mike Solan's bid for the Mayo Senior team job. Glancy is also 
involved on the management team of the Glencar Manorhamilton 
Ladies senior team. 

Longford GAA County Board's statement in full is as follows: 
Following, the conclusion of interviews today, the selection 
committee made its recommendation to a meeting of Longford 
GAA’s Management & Finance Committee held this evening. The 
Management & Finance Committee will, at the next County Board 
meeting, be recommending for appointment Paddy Christie as the 
next manager of the Longford Senior Football Team. 

His management team will include James Glancy (ex. Leitrim) 
and Dessie Sloyne (ex. Sligo). Further members will be added to 
the management team in the coming weeks. 

Paddy from the Ballymun Kickhams club in Dublin played at all 
levels for his county. He earned an All-star for his exploits in 2002, 
winning Leinster medals in 2002, 2005 and 2006 as captain. He 
was also a member of the International Rules team on three 
occasions. He has coached extensively at club level, county 
minor and latterly with Tipperary seniors. 

Longford GAA Chairperson Albert Cooney welcomed the 
Management Committee’s recommendation of Paddy and his 
Management team and expressed the hope that all clubs, 
members, supporters and players will give their full support to the 
new management team.
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Glancy joins Longford 

Former Leitrim selector James Glancy has joined the Longford back-
room team.                                                  Photo: Brendan Moran / SPORTSFILE.
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There was a fantastic night in Dublin as Tobin Engineers won the  
Innovation Award at the ACEI Awards for the University of Galway 
Connacht GAA Air Dome. Pictured from (L to R): David McHugh (ACEI 
President), Gary McBride (Prunty Pitches), Joe Prunty (Prunty 
Pitches), John Prenty (Connacht GAA), Brendan Heaney (TOBIN 
Consulting Engineers), Danijel Serec (DBS), Brendan Rudden (TOBIN 
Consulting Engineer), Kurt Reinhardt (Connacht GAA).
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WHEELCHAIR hurling / camogie is going from 
strength to strength and playing the League 
games in Sports Halls across the Country 

ensures that our great games can be enjoyed by both able 
bodied and people with different abilities, alike. The idea of 
wheelchair hurling is to incorporate people with different 
abilities into an environment that is fun and provides both 
a mental and physical fitness. While not everyone likes 
sport, the application of sporting ethos can be applied to 
everyday life: - teamwork, commitment, leadership and the 
ability to learn from failures and success. 

This festival of hurling started off with the four partici-
pating teams wheelchair hurling teams – Munster, Lein-
ster, Ulster & Connacht- entering the hall to a guard of 
honour of young camogie and hurling players form the 
local club with each team led by a Team Ambassadors 
who carried the Provincial flag along with the National flag. 

The event started with addresses by Denis O’Boyle 
(Connacht Chairperson of GAA Games for All) and by 
Séan Carroll (Chairperson of Sligo GAA) and the National 
Anthem was beautifully sung by Molly Kennedy. 

The scene was set for the first game at 10.50am 
between Connacht and Munster, and the teams did not 
disappoint as they played with passion and commitment, 
and the game ebbed and flowed throughout, and in the 
last minutes Connacht laid siege on the Munster goal area 
but could not get the score to level the game.  

In the next game Ulster overcame Leinster in a titanic 
struggle with a score of 2 gls to 1gls-1pt. 

Then Connacht and Leinster went head-to-head, and 
for the first half the home team gave as good as they got 
with possession fiercely contested and scores at a 
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SLIGO’S All-Ireland handball champion 
Cormac Finn and his doubles partner 
Oran McNulty emerged victorious 

from the inaugural Gerry Coleman Memorial 
tournament held at Cully near Curry. The 
tournament was established to celebrate the 
memory of the late Gerry who dedicated his 
time to handball in Sligo and surrounding 
areas. 

Played in brilliant weather throughout, 

the tournament attracted 38 players of all 
ages, men and women, came from Sligo, 
Mayo, Roscommon, Leitrim, Galway, Long-
ford and Kildare . Players were paired by 
the organisers to create even matches 
which led to a series of tightly contested 
matches. After a great morning and early 
afternoon of handball the top four seeds in 
the competitions emerged to make the Semi 
Finals. In the first semi-final eventual 

MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT FOThe inaugural Gerry Coleman 
Memorial Tournament was 
held in Cully, Co Sligo.  
Photo: The Sligo Champion.

Banada hosts 
Connacht round 
of M Donnelly 
Wheelchair 
Hurling/Camogie 
Interprovincial 
League
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premium. In the second half Leinster scored 6gls -1pt to 
Connacht 1 gl-2pts. 

In the fourth game Ulster had a very narrow victory 
over Munster on a score of 4 gls to 3 gls-1pt. 

In the fifth game Munster put in a tremendous perfor-
mance against Leinster and won by 4gls-1pt to 1gl. 

In the final game Connacht put in a powerful perfor-
mance in a game full of intensity, excitement and marvel-
lous hurling and brilliant scores and edged out Ulster by 
4gls to 2gls -1pt. 

Munster won the league and Connacht were in second 
place. 

M. Donnelly GAA Wheelchair Hurling / Camogie Inter-
provincial league Table. 

This was the final action in a thrilled packed festival of 
remarkable hurling where all players did their best for their 
Province.  

Players and supporters left the venue uplifted and with 
a smile in their face after a fantastic day of very competi-
tive wheelchair hurling.

winners Finn and McNulty faced Josian 
Oskoz and Colin Finn. This was an enter-
taining match and the rivalry between the 
two Ballymote brothers and Drumcliffe club-
men playing against each other added to 
the excitement with the eventual winners 
making it through by a single point. In the 
second semi-final local star Sara Coleman 
and Kevin Higgins faced the Moycullen, Co. 
Galway father and son duo Jack and Bren-

dan McNeela. In a very entertaining game 
with excellent handball by both pairings, the 
McNeela’s won out by three points. The cup 
final was a hugely entertaining game with 
the scores level for most of the match but 
the competitive experience of Finn pulled 
the pairing through in the end. 

In the plate competition Michael Bruen 
and Peter Boyle defeated Eddie Conboy 
and John Nall. 

T FOR HANDBALL’S COLEMAN 

The teams that 
were in action 
in Banada.  
Photo: Sligo GAA.
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THE President of the GAA Larry 
McCarthy officially opened St 
Patrick's GAA, Dromard new 

stand dedicated to the memory of 
former St Patrick's GAA and Sligo 
underage footballer Conor Brady, at 
Seamie Donegan Memorial Park 
recently.  

Hundreds of club supporters, 
members and friends of the Brady 
family gathered at the GAA club 
ground for a special ceremony 
which included heartfelt addresses 
from the GAA President, who was a 
friend of Conor's and from Peter 
Brady, father of Conor. 

Conor Brady died tragically in 
2013 while on holiday in the United 

States. He was a former Sligo minor 
and under-21 footballer. Conor 
previously played for the Sligo New 
York club while GAA President Larry 
McCarthy was Chairperson of the 
Sligo NY club at the time. Conor 
was also a capable rugby player, 
playing for Sligo RFC at various 
grades.  

St Patrick's GAA would like to 
thank all who attended on the day. 
Special mention to the volunteers 
who helped out with the official 
opening ceremony & all who 
contributed to the stand being built. 

You can edit this as you wish. I 
have also attached photos that can 
be included with the article.
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St Patrick’s open Conor Brady stand a

GAA President, Larry McCarthy 
addressing the audience on the day.

St Patrick's GAA Club Committee with Larry McCarthy.

GAA President, Larry McCarthy unvieling the plague.
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nd at Seamie Donegan Memorial Park 

The Brady family.

Conor's father, Peter Brady speaking on the day. Young St Patrick's players who played an exhibition game on the day.
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By OISÍN McGOVERN 
The Mayo News 

 

FORMER Mayo foot-
baller Barry Moran 
believes Kevin 

McStay and his manage-
ment team will ‘get the 
best out of Mayo’. 

Speaking after the 
Castlebar Mitchels side 

he joint manages with 
Niall Lydon defeated 
Charlestown in their 
Mayo SFC opener, 
Moran hailed the 
new coaching 
team as ‘a great 
appointment’. 

“I think those 
boys will get the 

best out of the team 
and the young fellas 

coming forward,” he said. 
“If you look at the club 

football within Mayo it’s 
one of the best counties. 
There is loads and loads of 
talent, I think it’s a great 
appointment and I’m look-
ing forward to the next 
year and the next couple 
of years. I think they’ll get 
the best out of Mayo.” 

Moran said that Kevin 
McStay, Stephen 
Rochford, Donie Buckley, 
Liam McHale and Damien 
Mulligan would each have 
a substantial input into the 
preparation of the team. 

“They have massive 
experience in what they’re 
doing, everyone with a 
different aspect of it,” he 
said. 

“Donie Buckley will 
probably take the coach-
ing, ‘Rochie’ is very hands-
on as well, Liam McHale is 
very good from an attack-
ing point of view and Kevin 

McStay has been there, 
done that. He’s won an 

All-Ireland, he knows 
what he’s about 

with St Brigids. 
“I don’t think 

there’ll be an 
issue whatso-

ever, I think it’s 
great. I think the 
bigger the team the 
more experienced 

the team you can 
build. 

“I think it’s great, and I 
think Mayo are in a really 
good place. Get over the 
club championship and I’m 
really looking forward to 
seeing what the league will 
be like for Mayo. 

“You want to win the All-
Ireland, but it’s definitely 

one game at a time and 
one day at a time,” he 
added. 

“In fairness to the new 
management team coming 
in, they are going to take 
time to get to know the 
players, they are going to 
bring new players in, 
they’re going to try new 
structures, they’re going to 
be working on things 
during the league that they 
would want to get right for 
the championship. They 
need to be given that 
break as well. 

“[They need to take it] 
just one day at a time and 
just go from there. I think 
it’s the way that it should 
be, and I think that’s the 
way it will be.” 

          

Mayo defender Lee 
Keegan was their 
sole representative 
in the All-Star nomi-
nations this year.  
Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / SPORTSFILE.

Barry Moran believes Mayo are 
on the right track with Kevin 
McStay and his backroom team.  
Photo by Harry Murphy/Sportsfile

Moran backs Team McStay

Mayo star forward Ryan 
O’Donoghue was one of the 
big name absentees in the 
opening couple of rounds of 
the county SFC as his spell 
on the sidelines continued. 
Photo by Seb Daly/Sportsfile
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By MIKE FINNERTY 
The Mayo News 

 

HE will forever be known as the man 
who captained Ballintubber to win 
two Mayo senior club football cham-

pionships, but Damien Coleman was 
always happiest being a team player. 

His life revolved around playing football 
for the Abbeysiders for the best part of 28 
years, and his senior career coincided with 
the most successful period in Ballintub-
ber’s long and illustrious history. 

His CV highlights include five county 
senior titles, including the club’s first ever 
Moclair Cup win in 2010; a famous Inter-
mediate championship victory that saw 
‘The Tubber’ break the glass ceiling in 
2007; and a County Senior League in 
2014 to complete the set. 

And while he may not have enjoyed the 
high profile of Alan Dillon or the O’Con-
nors, or make as many headlines as the 
likes of Jason Gibbons, but the Clogher 
native was at the heart of most of 
Ballintubber’s best days. A smart and 
stylish footballer and a natural leader. 

Who always relished and delivered on 
the big occasions. 

Damien Coleman retired at the end of 
last season, quietly and without fuss. 

The pain in his knees after training 
sessions and matches just got too much to 
bear. 

And while it broke his heart in many 
ways to walk away from wearing the 
Ballintubber jersey, he knew that time had 
come. 

“My knees have been at me as long as 
I can remember, since I was 18 really 
when I did my cruciate,” the 36 year-old 
told The Mayo News last week. 

“And my left knee gradually got worse. 
“The last few years I’d take painkillers 

to get through games and was training 
once a week. 

“I just knew that I couldn’t get to the 
level I wanted to. I’m one of those lads 
who’s daft enough to set standards for 
myself and I just couldn’t hit them 
anymore. 

“My knees had been swelling up for the 
last seven or eight years but I could 
manage it. 

“Between a few visits to Billy Fitz-
patrick’s ice-baths in Claremorris, and 
rest, and trying to get through it, I just got 
used to the pain. But sometimes you just 

have to call it a day. 
“The pain just became too much, and I 

had two small kids at home, and I wanted 
to be pain-free for them. We had a baby 
daughter that came early, just before last 
Christmas, and that took up the first six 
months of this year. It’s still taking up lots 
of time,” he laughed. 

“But that made my decision for me 
really, it’s easier to be looking after two 
small kids and doing jobs around the 
house when you’re pain-free. Plus, I felt I 

was holding back other lads from making 
the team, the likes of Jack Walsh and 
Hugh Geraghty deserved their chance.” 

You wonder what he misses most 
about togging out and lining out with lads 
he knows only as ‘Mylo’, ‘Jayo’, ‘Bales’ 
and ‘DOC’ and the rest. 

Friends and neighbours he played and 
worked hard with, and partied hard with 
too in local pubs like Corley’s after big 
wins and hard defeats. 

“Just being involved, being out there 
with the lads three nights a week,” he 
answers. 

“I’ve played with Ballintubber since I 
was eight years of age so I miss the 
camaraderie and I really miss match-day. 
Jesus, I really miss match-days. 

“It’s been really special playing for 
Ballintubber for the last 10 or 12 years. 
We had so many great days and to win 
five senior titles in 10 years with that group 
of lads was something very special. I 
loved doing it, and even though I was in 
pain a lot of the time in recent years, I 
wouldn’t change a thing. 

“The Intermediate title win in the begin-
ning was one none of us who were 
involved will ever forget,” he added. “That 
started everything and to win the first 
senior in 2010, with Mylo [Kelly] going up 
and singing when we got the cup. . . There 
are so many great memories. 

“To lift the Moclair Cup as captain in 
2018 and 2019 was very special too, a 
great honour for me.” 

Ironically, given that he lives only 60 
seconds from Ray Prendergast Memorial 
Park in Clogher, Damien hasn’t gone too 
far. 

He also accepted an invitation to get 
involved in Enda Gilvarry’s management 
team earlier this summer so has returned 
to the fold, only now in a coach/selector 
role. 

“Ger Brady [selector] has been trying to 
get me back playing for the last five 
weeks, but I arrive for training 10 minutes 
late on purpose, and without boots, a lot of 
evenings!” he laughed. 

“No, I only said it to the lads only last 
week, ‘Every day you play championship 
football for Ballintubber is a special day 
and you have to embrace it and make the 
most of it’. 

“We got to the quarter-finals the last 
two years and got knocked out. So we’ve 
got to better that. To win a county title is 
everyone’s goal and we’re no different. 

“It’s anyone’s championship.”
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Ballintubber star 
hangs up boots

Damien Coleman in action for Ballintubber 
against Corofin in 2019.  

Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE.
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By ANTHONY HENNIGAN 
Western People 

 
 

MAYO lost a 
good one. A real 
good one. One of 
the best.  

 

EVERYTHING about Paddy Connor 
was big. His smile. His personality. 
His heart. His voice. Oh that big 

deep booming voice. And, of course, his 
physique. As broad as a door with shovels 
for hands that would shake you like a 
pneumatic drill. He’d be the sort could put 
manners on a bull. Or a bull of a full-
forward. 

One of my earliest memories of Paddy 
– not my first, but definitely one of the 
most vivid — was of him togging out in the 
green and gold of Dr Crokes, a club that 
was based in Harrow on the outskirts of 
Northwest London. I can’t say I remember 
his togging in; I suspect the kit may have 
needed some persuading. I was young yet 
old enough to appreciate that Paddy was 
probably making a return from a long 
retirement. And maybe not his first. 

Depressingly, I also realise he had to 
have been much younger then than I am 
now, and yet here I am still having notions 
on a football pitch (Dads and Lads I 
should add) that I couldn’t fulfil when I was 
24 let alone 44. 

The game was in Oxhey, out near 
Watford, and the Crokes were probably 
under a bit of heat. I can still see Paddy 
and his giant frame trotting in from the 
sideline towards the goal-mouth with all 
the intent of a fox approaching the 
henhouse. I can’t say with any certainty it 
was my dad — the manager of the Crokes 
at the time – who had sent Paddy into 
battle, or if it was Paddy who had turned to 
PJ and said ‘write that slip, I’m going in’. 
He wasn’t the type you’d be inclined to say 
no to. For anyone who  knew Paddy lately, 
he looked just the same those 30-odd 
years ago only that his locks and that 
majestic, drooped moustache were coal 
dark. In fact, if those Netflix movies about 
Mexican or Colombian drug cartels that 
are all the rage now had been filming back 
then, Paddy would have looked just the 
part. And he’d have sorted a few of them 
boyos out too. 

None of which is to suggest, however, 
that I ever saw a side to Paddy other than 
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Paddy Connor: A gent le

The late Paddy Connor pictured last year at the Lacken GAA club’s grounds  where he served as 
chairman.                                                                                                             Picture: David Farrell Photography
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that of a true gentleman. And if there’s a 
full-forward or five still limping around 
London who’d be inclined to disagree with 
that, well, you can be sure that if they got 
it, they had given it too. That’s just the way 
the game was played over there back 
then. Pints on a Sunday to cure the pints 
from the night before and somewhere in 
between, into the back of an old Bedford 
to sweat it all off between (and occasion-
ally outside) the lines at the Scrubs, New 
Eltham or Ruislip. The best - and the 
roughest - of times. 

In later years Paddy and his wife 
Breege, who is originally from Belderrig, 
were to leave the UK and return to 
Carrowcullen, the Lacken side of Ballycas-
tle. And you’d never meet Paddy but come 
away with a sense that your day was all 
the brighter for it — and that was despite 
the tremendous personal tragedy Paddy 
and Breege endured with the sudden 
death of their son Raymond in London. 
But be it after a match he might have 
umpired, like the senior league clash of 
Belmullet and Davitts just two days before 
his sad and sudden passing last Monday 
week, or as a delegate attending a County 

Board meeting in MacHale Park, there 
was forever a glint in Paddy Connor’s eye 
that could light a room. 

Our last encounter was as recent as 
Heritage Day in Ballina and don’t you 
know well it was full of miserable chat, like 
about Mayo losing the All-Ireland minor 
final, like about the prospect of having to 
watch Galway win the senior, and about 
who would or wouldn’t be the new 
manager that might finally lead Mayo to 
the Promised Land. Little did either of us 
know, amid the scent of roasted pig-on-a-
spit and the din of distant set dancers, that 
he was going to beat the lot of us there. 

But it was a chat full of optimism and 
about the future too. Paddy had told me to 
warn my dad that he’d be calling for 
another visit soon, that he had a “few 
more bits from the old days” he wanted to 
show him. We’re only left to wonder now. 

Last year, Paddy’s beloved Lacken 
GAA Club had placed him in the spotlight 
for unfortunate reasons. A 9-23 to 0-0 (50 
points) defeat at home to Kilmovee in the 
opening round of the Mayo junior football 
championship left the club of which he 
was chairman on the brink of collapse. 

“We’re in a bad way. We had only 16 
lads togged out on Sunday and we picked 
up a number of injuries so it’s hard to see 
how we can continue.” he told The Mayo 
News. “We just haven’t enough players. 
It’s as simple as that. We have lads all 
around the world working and there’s only 
a handful at home here. There’s nothing to 
keep them here. There’s no jobs, there’s 
nothing.” 

It came as no surprise that the team 
didn’t fulfil another fixture for the rest of 
the year. It simply wasn’t able. But you can 
be sure Paddy Connor’s passion was a 
big part of the reason why Lacken this 
season have not only fulfilled all five of 
their games in Division 4B of the Mayo 
Senior Football League, but that the play-
ers have even won one game and drawn 
another. 

His may have flickered its last but its 
owed to Paddy Connor that Lacken keep 
their own flame burning because he was a 
good one. A real good one. One of the 
best.
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nt le giant of Mayo GAA

Lacken’s Paddy Connor, extreme left on the back row, with some of his teammates at Dr Crokes GAA Club in London. Second and fourth from left 
are brothers Padraig and Seamus Hennigan from Foxford. Pictured on the front row include Bernie McManamon from Burrishoole, second from 
left, and John Moore from Kilmeena, extreme right.
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KNOCKMORE – U-14 D
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Knockmore: Alannah McHale, 
Mollie McHale, Shauna Breslin, 
Lauren Neary, Jane Langan, Emily 
Duffy, Reese Norton, Sarah 
Dempsey (Capt.), Grace Dempsey, 
Shannon Humber, Clodagh Breslin, 
Sadhbh Staunton, Emily Coleman, 
Ella Corcoran, Cara Culkin. Subs.: 
Leah McHale, Heidi Killeen Aoife 
Kenny, Nell Masterson, Emma 
Holmes, Ella Durkan, Orna 
McLoughlin, Roísin Keane, Aoibhe 
McConnellogue. Mentors: Patricia 
Dempsey, Thelma Keane, Derek 
Corcoran, David Langan, Brian 
McHale, Tommy Killeen.
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4 DIV 1A CHAMPIONS
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Sadhbh Staunton with 
her Player of the Game 
trophy.

Captain Sarah Dempsey 
holding the Mayo U-14 
‘A’ Championshp Cup.
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SUNDAY, 7th August, was the date 
for the Mayo U-14 Division 1 ‘A’ 
Championship Final between 

Knockmore and WestportUnder-14 girls 
on a beautiful Sunday afternoon at the 
Centre of Excellence at Bekan, Ballyhau-
nis with the Knockmore girls coming out 
on top, 2-13 to 2-03. The weather condi-
tions this summer has made for the most 
exciting and entertaining games at all 
venues but especially at the beautifully-
appointed grounds at Bekan, for playing 
the game of girls’ Gaelic football. 

Up to the final Knockmore had a bril-
liant season resulting in a clean sheet, 
proving unbeatable throughout the cham-
pionship, but on this occasion they were 
up against a very strong and experienced 
Westport outfit, who proved their worthi-
ness as justifiable opponents. 

The large crowd of spectators gathered 
to witness one of the finest games of foot-
ball witnessed at Bekan this season got 
their monies worth, with play ebbing and 
flowing from end-to-end, full of excitement, 
trills and spills and marvellously and 
expertly refereed by Seán Tolan. 

The atmosphere was electric as both 

teams, displaying a healthy respect for 
each other, were hungry for the title from 
the get-go. 

Westport got out of the traps first, 
started very strong, dictating the course of 
the game throughout the first-half, and 
with an early goal from Anna Meaney, 
taking ‘keeper and net with her, the signs 
were ominous for Knockmore. It was a 
worry for Knockmore as goalkeeper, Alan-
nah McHale, was injured early on, but she 
bounced back confidently, composed 
herself, and got on with the job at hand 
and performed many spectacular saves to 
the end of the game to keep Knockmore in 
touch.  

The Knockmore ladies soon found their 
feet and rhythm and worked in unison to 
pop over point after point showing great 
determination and team work.  

Westport responded in turn with 
another goal before the half-time whistle, 
leaving it 2-02 to 0-10 in Knockmore’s 
favour.  

It was anyone’s game at this stage and 
the tension in the crowd of spectators was 
palpable during the half-time break. 

The initial stages of the second-half 

started off shaky for Knockmore as their 
half-back staunch defender, Jane Langan, 
had to come off after picking up a leg 
injury just before half-time and was unable 
to continue. 

Knockmore did what they do best when 
the going got tough and dug deep with 
their midfielders, Sarah and Grace 
Dempsey, who were, up to this stage, 
confined somewhat, but they took charge 
in the centre and dictated play from the 
centre for the remainder of the game. 

Ten minutes after the break Knockmore 
held the great amount of possession and 
became dominant in most theatres of play 
and drove hard at the Westport ladies, and 
eventually frustration set in especially in 
the Westport defence: thus Westport 
eventually conceded a penalty which was 
duly converted . . . Emily Coleman’s 
‘rasper’ made no mistake and the confi-
dently rattled the back of the net.  

As the game entered the final stage, 
Knockmore were well and truly on top and 
a brilliant goal from Sadhbh Staunton well 
and truly sealed the victory minutes before 
full-time . 

Knockmore U-14s to the fore

The defeated Westport U-14 Div 1A team: Lauren Maloney, Brook Grimes, Gráinne Muldoon, Anna O’Grady, Emma Conway, Aoife Meaney (Capt.), 
Caoimhe O’Grady, Maria McDonnell, Katie Hughes, Anna Meaney, Isabel Knowles, Alanna Jordan, Aoibhinn McNamara, Maud O’Reilly, Danielle 
Derrick. Subs.: Katelyn Pearse, Katelyn Moran, Roísin hopkins, Abbioe Sheridan, Alisha Heraty.
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Tributes 
to the 
late Joe 
Lowry 

 

BALLINROBE GAA club 
has paid tribute to the 
Joe Lowry, who passed 

away in Cleveland, USA, on 
Thursday, June 30th. Joe, aged 
85, was a native of The Farm, 
Ballinrobe, and a distinguished 
footballer with Ballinrobe and 
Mayo before he emigrated to 
the USA in 1966. A substitute 
on the Mayo team which won 
the All-Ireland Minor Champi-
onship in 1953, he played for 
the county minors in 1954 and 
1955. 

Joe was also selected on 
the Connacht Colleges 
Combined team which won the 
All-Ireland Interprovincial 
Series. Joe’s final game for 
Ballinrobe came in the O’Mara 
Cup final of 1955, which was 
actually played in 1956. He 
emigrated to Cleveland just a 
few days later and worked in 
construction in his adopted 
city. 

He continued to play Gaelic 
football in Cleveland and 
returned to play with New York 
in a National League final in 
Croke Park. His brother, 
Tommy, who passed away in 
recent years, also played for 
Ballinrobe for many years. 
Joe’s health had deteriorated 
in recent years. “He was an 
excellent footballer and a huge 
loss to Ballinrobe when he left 
to work and settle in Cleve-
land. He never lost interest in 
the fortunes of Ballinrobe of 
Knockmore GAA, however, and 
made regular contact to keep 
himself up-to-date, said club 
historian, Michael Coyne. 

“We extend our sympathy 
to the Lowry family on their 
sad loss. Growing up I often 
heard stories of Joe’s exploits 
for Ballinrobe and Mao. The 
death of one of our stars from 
jester-year is always a sad 
occasion for the club,” said 
club Chairman, John Flannelly.

THE journey to Dublin for currentac-
count.ie All-Ireland Club ‘7s’ was a 
fruitful one for the ladies’ footballers of 

St Brigid’s as the North Mayo outfit emerged 
victorious in the Junior Shield. The team was 
captained by Aisling Moyles, and progressed 
all the way to the decider where they got the 

best of Kilkenny outfit, Muckalee. Indeed 
there was a lot of success for Connacht 
sides at the competition as Kilkerrin-Clon-
berne won a third Senior ‘7s’ title while 
fellow Galway sides, Annaghdown and Mill-
town won the Intermediate Shield and Junior 
Cup respectively. 

DERMOT Butler, Mayo GAA Secretary, 
was subjected to a vicious threat to 
burn down his house. Dermot made 

the allegation at the monthly meeting of 
Mayo GAA County Board where he and 
chairman, Seámus Tuohy, launched an offen-
sive against what Dermot categorically were 
‘absolute lies’ being posted on social media. 

Dermot, who is an Inspector with An 
Garda Siochána, based in Westport, 
informed delegates at the meeting, that what 
was happening was thoroughly wrong and 
that the online abuse of Mayo GAA officials 
and players needs to stop. He went on to say 
‘he had got a WhatsApp message (from an 
individual) two weeks ago, that once the 
championship was over (this individual), was 
going to burn my house down. Do people 
think that’s funny? Because it’s not funny. I’ve 
passed that on to my Garda colleagues at 
work and they’re investigating, and proper 

order, because I won’t take that abuse from 
anybody,” said the Crossmolina-man. 

Mayo County Chairman, Seámus Tuohy, 
said: “What was happening online was 
‘destroying Mayo GAA’ and appealed for 
unity. There are certain people around this 
table who have got a torrid time over the last 
couple of years. I’ve got it in more recent 
times, other officers have got it over the last 
couple of weeks and months. I won’t say 
anymore because it just annoys me, it is 
disturbing behaviour,” said Seámus. And 
called on colleagues not to engage with 
anyone on social media who is verbally abus-
ing. “All I can do is to appeal to people, if 
anyone is contributing to this, to stop. Just 
Stop. Think of Mayo GAA of the reasons you 
are here. You are here to represent your 
clubs, the very best for your club and the 
very best for your county,” concluded 
Seámus.

St Brigid’s brilliance 
to the fore

Threat to burn down house

Team captain of St Brigid’s, Aisling Moyles, lifts the cup as she and her teammates celebrate their 
victory over Muckalee in Kilkenny recently in the All-Ireland Ladies’ Junior ‘7’-a-side Shield Final at 
Naomh Mearnóg.
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By THOMAS LAWRENCE 
Western People 

 

MEMBERS of Tom Langan’s family 
at the official opening, back row: 
Michael and Francie Gardiner. 

Front row: Josephine Walsh, Anne 
Ormsby, Eileen Munnelly, and Mary Burke. 
The GAA grounds in Ballycastle are 
named after Tom Lanagn, who was at full-
forward when Mayo won Sam Maguire in 
1950-’51. He is regarded as one of the 
greatest full-forwards in the history of 
Gaelic football.  

The much-anticipated opening of the 
new Ballycastle GAA clubhouse took place 
on Sunday evening, with Michael Ring, 
Fine Gael TD, performing the honours. 

The clubhouse, which has been in 
planning for a decade and cost €300,000, 

received funding from the Sports Capital 
Grants Scheme, Mayo County Council, 
and Connacht GAA. The state-of-the-art 
facility boasts two full-size dressing-
rooms, a referee’s room, a gym, a kitchen, 
and a meeting room. 

Mr Ring praised Eilis Ormsby, chairper-
son of Ballycastle GAA Club, for her dedi-
cation to the project. 

“Eilis, today you have completed the 
project,” Mr Ring said. “I know you have 
more work to do and you’ll be looking for 
more funding in the future, and whatever 
support I can give you, along with the rest 
of the public representatives, I will. 

“This is money well spent by the 
Government. 

“It doesn’t just happen; it happens 
because of volunteers in every corner of 
this country who give their time to the GAA 
and to the community.” 
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Proud day in Ballycastle as 
new GAA clubhouse opens

Official Opening of Tom Grier Clubhouse with Michael Ring TD and Committee Members.                                                                             Picture: John O'Grady.

 Tom Grier Clubhouse.       Picture: John O'Grady.

Dr Mickey Loftus and former Galway 
football goal keeper Pat Comer.

Dr Mickey Loftus has a bird’s eye view. 
 Picture: John O'Grady.

Vincent Tomas, Dr Loftus with his All-ireland Medal; 
Eilis Ormsby, Chairperson. Picture: John O'Grady.
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Mr Ring had a special mention for 
legendary Crossmolina man Dr Mickey 
Loftus, who attended the event. Dr Loftus 
was a member of the Mayo senior panel in 
1951 and is also a former president of the 
GAA. 

“ It was nice to see Mickey Loftus here 
today,” Mr Ring told the Western People. 
“He’s in his 90s, he’s in great form, and he 
had his All-Ireland medal with him, and I 
hope that we’ll see many more All-Ireland 
medals in Ballycastle in the years to 
come.” 

No Mayo side has ever won the Sam 
Maguire without the help of a Ballycastle 
man: Tom Grier in 1936 and Tom Langan 
in 1950-‘51. The pitch is named after Tom 

Langan and the clubhouse after Tom 
Grier. 

Mr Ring also spoke about the opportu-
nities that government funding has given 
to Ballycastle. 

“For a community like Ballycastle, it’s 
fantastic to have facilities like this,” Mr 
Ring said. “This village has really 
enhanced itself over the last few years. I’m 
very proud to be here today and see these 
wonderful facilities.” 

Expressing delight at the fantastic 
turnout, Eilis Ormsby thanked everyone 
who has supported the club, from the fans 
who took part in their 50/50 draws and the 
builders who completed the construction, 
to politicians, like Michael Ring, who 

fought for the funding. 
“I’d like to say a big thank you to 

Michael Ring, and Fr Michael Harrison, 
who helped us plague Michael for some 
money,” Ms Ormsby said. “They say you 
should never talk about religion or politics 
in a pub,, but religion and politics are what 
got us started!” 

Ms Ormsby emphasised the pride that 
she and the community feel at the comple-
tion of the project. 

“For us as a club, it means everything 
to get this finished,” Ms Ormsby said. “We 
drew up the plans about 10 years ago, so 
for us, today, it means a lot, but not just to 
us, it means a lot to the wider community. I 
couldn’t be prouder.”
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Pictured at the Official Opening of Tom Grier Clubhouse.                                                                                                                                            Picture: John O'Grady.

Members of Tom Grier family, Eileen Grier Gavin, Joan Mulvenna, Tom 
Grier, Marion O'Malley and Elizabeth Boyce.             Picture: John O'Grady.

 members of Tom Langan family, Back row L-R Michael Gardiner and 
Francie Gardiner, Front row L-R Josephine Walsh, Anne Ormsby, Eileen 
Munnelly and Mary Burke.                                                 Picture: John O'Grady.
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MAYO - ALL-IRELAND U16D C
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All-Ireland U-16D Camogie Final 
 

MAYO 4-12   -:-   CAVAN 1-3 
 

SCORERS - Mayo: Ciara Kennedy 2-1, Laura Flanagan 
and Kate Tener 1-2, Meabh Tunney 0-3 (2f), Christina 
McEvilly and Cathy Greally 0-2 each. 
 
MAYO: Sarah Dee; Ella Fallon, Katlyn McGreal, 
Rebekah Monaghan; Éabha Delaney, Megan O’Malley, 
Ava Dooley; Laoise Greally, Méabh Tunney; Suzanne 
Tuohy, Laura Flanagan, Christina McEvilly; Ciara 
Kennedy, Cathy Greally, Kate Tener. 

SUBS: Clodagh Quinn (for McEvilly 60), Aoibheann 
Greally (for Monaghan 60), Molly Farrell (for Dooley 
60). 
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D CAMOGIE CHAMPIONS 2022

          • OLLSCOIL NA GAILLIMHE CONNACHT GAA AIR DOME                    • FOCUS ON MAYO INTO THE WEST  –  Page 51

Into The West - NUI G - JULY-AUG 2022.qxp_Layout 1  14/09/2022  14:29  Page 51



ELECTRIC Ireland, proud sponsor of 
the GAA Minor Championships, is 
pleased to spotlight 15 outstanding 

performers from the 2022 Minor Football 
season, unveiling the 2022 Electric Ireland 
GAA Minor Star Football Team of the Year 
and the Electric Ireland Minor Star Foot-
ball Player of the Year. 

This season, Electric Ireland cele-
brated the long-lasting and positive impact 
of the Electric Ireland GAA Minor Champi-
onships on players, as past Minor team-
mates looked back on the ‘Minor 
Moments’ that shaped them. 

This year’s Electric Ireland GAA Minor 
Star Football Team of the Year features six 
players from All-Ireland champions 
Galway. All-Ireland finalists, Mayo, have 
four players represented. Ulster finalists, 
Derry have two representatives while 
Tyrone, Kerry and Dublin each have one 
player on this year’s team. 

Galway’s Tomás Farthing has also 
been named as the 2022 Electric Ireland 
GAA Minor Star Football Player of the 
Year. The An Spidéal defender was at the 
heart of the Galway defence throughout 
the season and proved to be a pivotal 
player for the Tribesmen, claiming the 
Electric Ireland Best & Fairest Award in 
both the All-Ireland Semi-Final and Final. 

The team was selected by a panel of 
GAA experts and was determined in part 
by Electric Ireland’s ‘Minor Moments of the 
Week’ initiative on Twitter via @ElectricIre-
land and #GAAThisIsMajor. 
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2022 ELECTRIC IRELAND GAA MINOR FOOTBALL TEAM OF THE YEAR

JOE QUIGLEY 
(Dublin and Kilmacud Crokes)

RONAN CLARKE 
(Mayo and Bohola Moy Davitts)

COLM COSTELLO 
(Galway and Dunmore MacHales)

DIARMUID DUFFY 
(Mayo and Ballinrobe)

ÉANNA MONAGHAN 
(Galway and Claregalway)

JOHNNY McGUCKIAN 
(Derry and Watty Graham’s Glen)

KYLE GILMORE 
(Galway and Cortoon Shamrocks)

TOMÁS FARTHING 
(Galway and An Spidéal)

PAUL GILMORE 
(Mayo and Claremorris)

RUAIRÍ FORBES 
(Derry and Ballinderry Shamrocks)

JACK LONERGAN 
(Galway and Claregalway)

FIONN MURPHY 
(Kerry and Rathmore)

CILLIAN TRAYERS 
(Galway and Claregalway)

BEN HUGHES 
(Tyrone and Donaghmore)

RIO MORTIMER 
(Mayo and Claremorris)

Galway’s Tomás Farthing was 
named the 2022 Electric Ireland 
GAA Minor Star Football Player 
of the Year.     

                                       
Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach / 

SPORTSFILE.

2022 Electric Ireland GAA Minor 
Star Football Team of the Year

MINOR STAR 
FOOTBALL 
PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR
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A ROSCOMMON native 
living in London has paid 
tribute to Queen Eliza-

beth II — the UK’s longest 
serving monarch — who 
passed away. 

Speaking on RTÉ’s Prime 
Time, former London manager 
Paul Coggins — a native of 
Michael Glaveys GAA Club in 
West Roscommon — 
described the Queen as “a 
kind-hearted woman who 
worked tremendously hard.” 

Mr Coggins was involved in 
the visit of President Michael D. 
Higgins to Windsor to meet 
Queen Elizabeth II in 2014, a 

meeting that built on the 
historic visit of the Queen to the 
Republic of Ireland three years 
earlier. 

“It was a very exciting time 
for Irish people over here who 
came out to see her. The visit 
helped so much for the rela-
tionship between Britain and 
Ireland. It did more to help 
relationships than a lot of 
things. She has a legacy as 
good as any politician,” he told 
Prime Time host Miriam 
O’Callaghan outside Bucking-
ham Palace. 

Mr Coggins also labelled 
the Queen “very brave”, high-

lighting how she shook hands 
with the late Martin McGuin-
ness. He added that her legacy 
would stand the test of time. 

“It’s very sad for anyone to 
lose anybody — a mother and 
a grandmother. She was an 
extremely hard-working lady. I 
often wonder when she’d be 
travelling if she’d look down on 
Ruislip and see us playing. I’m 
sure she did, she was a great 
sports lady. She has left a 
great legacy. She was a kind-
hearted woman who worked 
tremendously hard. She was a 
very strong lady who had a 
good life,” he noted.

PLAYING Against The Wind” Gerry 
Flanagan’s new book was launched 
in ‘Down-the-Hatch’ in Roscommon 

recently. There was a good attendance of 
former players who played both with and 
against Gerry in his play days. Paul Healy 
was the Master of Ceremonies and the 
main speaker was Tony Conboy who deliv-
ered a ver informative and humorous 
speech reflecting his vast knowledge of 
GAA affairs in Roscommon and beyond. 

In his own speech, Gerry acknowledged 
the inspiration and invaluable help that Tony 
was to him in writing the book. 

All proceeds from the book will go 
towards Gary Kelly’s Cancer Centre. Gary’s 
own sister died of cancer. Gerry outlined his 
own family’s history with cancer, including 
his mother who died of the disease. Gerry’s 
son, Adrian, was diagnosed with cancer in 
2001 at the age of 24. Gerry, himself, had 
surgery for colon cancer in 2007. Thank-
fully, both made a full recovery. Gerry was 
always a man of deep faith with a strong 
devotion to Our Blessed Lady. He attributes 
the recovery to his family’s daily prayers to 
her. It was good to see former hurlers like 
Noel Rowe, Gerry Keane and former county 
footballer, Mickey Menton present. 
Members of Gerry’s family were also 
present. 

I had known Liam from our days in 
Roscommon CBS. He was an outstanding 
footballer. I had met Tom once in Ruislip in 
London where he was a regular visitor and 
always a staunch Roscommon supporter. 

 

1965 All-Ireland Final  
Sadly, one of the players that Gerry 

mentioned in his book, Jimmy Kenny, was 
laid to rest in Castlerea after a long illness 
recently. Jimmy was a member of the 
Roscommon team that won the All-Ireland 

Junior title in 1965. He was centre-back on 
the team that beat Warwickshire in the All-
Ireland final at St Coman’s Park. Roscom-
mon won that game by the narrowest of 
margins, 3-9 to 2-11. 

For the record, this was the Roscommon 
team: Tony Gavin; Tom Moylette, Paddy 
Lyons, Tommie Murphy; Brian Mitchell, 
Jimmy Kenny, Martin Joe Keane; Seámus 
Cormican, Martin Laffey; Gerry O’Malley, 
John Boland, Ray Fallon; Mick Hoare, Tom 
Boyle, Jimmy McDonnell. Subs: Micheál 
Glennon, Brian Kelly, Noel Daly, Gerry 
Flanagan, Noel Rowe, Tony Carr, Michael 
Murphy, Cyril Mahon, John O’Connor, 
Donal Carroll, Jimmy Kelly, C. Leahy, 
Brodie Connaughton, Jimmy Craughwell. 

That game was to mark the last appear-
ance of the late Gerry O’Malley in a 
Roscommon jersey. 

He had retired from football early in 
1965. Full-forward on the Warwickshire 
team was one Henry Shefflin from Kilkenny, 
father of the legendary, Henry, who went on 
to win ten All-Ireland hurling medals with 
Kilkenny. Sadly, of that Roscommon team a 
few have passed on. Those I am aware of 
are Jimmy Kenny, Seámus Cormican, 
Gerry O’Malley, Ray Fallon and team 
captain, Mick Hoare. 

I had the privilege of playing with and 
against some of them and I have fond 
memories of them all. May they rest in 
peace.

Coggins pays tribute to the Queen

“Playing Against The Wind”

Paul Coggins former London GAA 
manager.  

Photo: Seb Daly / SPORTSFILE.

“

Pictured at the launch were Noel Rowe, Gerry Flanagan and Fr Liam Devine.
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FITNESS TESTING
Connacht GAA are continuing to offer our 
established service of fitness testing and 
programming for clubs, schools and individ-
uals of all levels and age groups at the 
Connacht GAA Centre in Bekan.  

Using our fully equipped state of the art 
gym our experienced Strength and Condi-
tioning team offer a vast array of tests 
designed to help get the best indicators of 
strength and weaknesses in your group.  

 

Testing days include:  
    Body Composition tests  
    Flexibility Tests  
    Full Body Movement Analysis  
    Power Testing  
    Aerobic Capacity  
    Speed Testing  

We offer a full squad report including 
normative values that will allow players 
assess their individual needs compared 
players playing at the same level. If required 
we can implement a bespoke Strength and 
Conditioning program for your team based 
on results gained from our testing at no 
extra cost.  

This cost-effective service provides clubs 
and players with a platform of knowledge 
and information, along with providing a 
system to implement a program to help 
develop and improve the conditioning of 
players.  

 
To book your teams fitness assessment 
day or for more information contact 
seamus.burns.connacht@gaa.ie 
or call 094-9630335.  
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OLLSCOIL NA GAILLIMHE CONNAC HT

THE DOME 
 
The Dome contains: 

Fullsize indoor GAA Field 
Running Track 
Fully Equipped Gym capable 

of accommodating 30 
people at once 

Portable Stand 
 
In addition, the Dome, within 

72 hours, can be trans-
formed into fully functional, 
adaptable conference arena 
unique on the island of 
Ireland.  

On-Site Dome Capacity: 
2,000+ for games 
10,000-20,000 (seated and 
standing) for concerts/ 
events

Into The West - NUI G - JULY-AUG 2022.qxp_Layout 1  14/09/2022  14:31  Page 54



GYM HIRE 
 

The Connacht GAA gym is available to hire to all 
teams. This fully equipped area allows teams to 
work on all aspects of their physical preparation.  

The gym area includes: 

•  8 squat racks complete with weights 

•  A vast array of dumbbells/kettlebells 

•  Benches 

•  Multi-purpose cable machine 

•  Battle ropes 

•  Assault bike 

•  Rower 

•  Ski Machine 

•  Jump Boxes 

•  Screening area  
The option is also available to have a super-

vised gym session conducted by Connacht GAA 
strength and conditioning staff. 
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VIDEO ANALYSIS 
 

We also provide comprehensive video 
analysis of games using our in-house 
software. This service applies to games 
either recorded at the Connacht GAA 
Centre or elsewhere. Led by our highly 
trained staff this service can provide: 

•  Breakdown game play into 
short managable clips 

•  Provides feedback to players 
and coaches 

•  Grouping of different aspects 
of performance e.g.: Kickouts, 
shots, turnovers 

AC HT GAA AIR DOME 

At the Connacht GAA Centre we 
have a main building with:  
Games Based Facilities: 
    Analysis Suite 
    Two Physio Rooms 
    Six Dressing/Referees Rooms 
    Storage facilities  
Administrative and Community-
Orientated Amenities:  
    Administrative Headquarters 
    Six offices 
    Three meeting rooms 
    Lecture Theatre 
    Board Room 
    Dining Hall, Full Catering Kitchen  
Outdoor 

Six pitches – five full size Prunty 
pitches and one 3G Pitch – of 
which five are floodlit 

A perimeter walking/running 
track measuring 2.2 kms 

Parking for up to 400 cars and 
20 buses 
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OLLSCOIL NA GAILLIMHE CONNACHT GAA AIR DOME 

Cloonacurry, Bekan, Claremorris, Co. Mayo.     EirCode F12 WF21 

E-mail: reception.connacht@gaa.ie.    •    Phone: (094) 9630335
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