
CONNACHT GAA HURLING 

DEVELOPING COUNTIES  

PLAN 2025-2028





3

CONNACHT GAA HURLING DEVELOPING 
COUNTIES PLAN 2025-2028 

                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 

1.     CHAIRPERSON’S ADDRESS                                                4 

 

2.     BRIEF HISTORY OF HURLING IN  

CONNACHT                                                                       4 

 

3.     PLANNING PROCESS                                                          5 

 

4.     MISSION, VISION, VALUES 

 

5.     WHERE THE PROVINCE IS AT NOW  

IN HURLING                                                                       6 

 

6.     IMPLEMENTATION PLAN                                                  6 

       Activity Area 1: Maintain and Support Existing Clubs       

       Activity Area 2: Development of New Clubs/Hubs 

       Activity Area 3: Talent Academies 

       Activity Area 4: Support Hurling Development  

through Hurling Staff and Initiatives  

 

7.     ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS                                                     11 

 

8.     APPENDIX                                                                          12 

 

3



I am delighted to introduce the new Hurling 
Development Plan for our province. 
Exceptional work has been done on this 
project by all Committees, in collaboration 
with Coaching Staff in each of our counties. 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to them for 
their dedication and effort in creating 
this plan. 

Following consultation with all 
stakeholders, which included the 
National Hurling Committee, 
Connacht Council, County Boards 
and Clubs, a plan was constructed. 
We also express our gratitude to 
the counties who have committed 
to setting aside one evening a week solely for 
hurling fixtures. This programme will ensure 

competitive games for all participants, with 
teams of equal standard facing each other. 
Additionally, the plan aims to establish 
structures for underage players in existing 
clubs initially, with a long-term vision of 

identifying locations across the 
province where new clubs might 

emerge. 
I wish the plan and all 

benefiting clubs the very best of 
success. Hopefully, as the plan 
evolves, not only will hurling 
maintain its presence, but it will 
also thrive throughout Connacht. 

 
Uinsiónn Ó Nearaigh  

Council President

Hurling has been played in Connacht for 
hundreds of years.  The first recorded 
reference to hurling dates back to 1272, of a 
match played at Moytura near Cong, Co Mayo. 
Hurling was banned by the Galway Statutes in 
1527.  Pat Larkin (Kiltormer) is credited with 
framing the first set of rules of Hurling called the 
“Killimor Rules”.  Ned Treston of Gort made the 
first standardised hurling ball. 

In 1975 Comhairle Connacht 
set up a provincial Coiste 
Iomana, which was made up of 
members from each of the five 
Connacht counties.  The Coiste’s 

simple aim was to promote 
hurling throughout the province 

and to coordinate the various 
championships and competitions.  
Over the years Coiste Iomána and 
Comhairle Connacht would work hand in 
hand for the promotion of hurling, and 
many projects were funded and carried 
out in the various counties – including 
visits to Co. Boards, attendance at 
meetings of Vocational and Secondary 
School bodies and the organisation of 
coaching courses for hurling. 

Eventually each county saw the 

appointment of full-time Coaching Officers who 
have for many years continued the work in 
spreading the gospel of hurling all over Connacht.  

This plan will continue the vision of those who 
have gone before us in helping to promote 

and grow the game of hurling for the 
coming years. 
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1. CHAIRPERSON’S ADDRESS 

2. BRIEF HISTORY OF HURLING IN CONNACHT

MAYO SQUAD – Celtic Challenge



l Through the Connacht GAA Coaching and 
Games (C&G) Committee under chairperson, 
Padraig McGourty; Connacht Provincial C&G 
manager, Cathal Cregg, and assistant 
Provincial C&G manager, Damian Curley, 
were tasked with developing a plan to 
promote hurling in the province 

l For the purposes of this plan, it was decided 
to focus on the four developing hurling 
counties (Roscommon, Mayo, Sligo and 
Leitrim) as it was felt by the Connacht 
Coaching and Games Committee that this is 
where the need is greatest. Galway hurling is 
developed simultaneously with football in the 
county and is at a different stage in terms of 
development and tradition. 

l Meetings took place in September 2024 with 
the County Head of Games, Thomas Keenan 
(Leitrim), Padraic Mitchell (Roscommon), 
Liam Óg Gormley (Sligo), and Billy 
McNicholas (Mayo), who each have specific 
responsibility for developing Gaelic Games in 
the four counties. 

l This was followed by a meeting with the 
county hurling Games Development 
Coordinators (GDCs) Darragh Cox (Sligo & 
Leitrim), Proinsias Kilion (Roscommon), and 
Cian O’Toole (Mayo) in October 2024, who 
each have specific responsibility for 
developing hurling in the four counties. 

l Supporting existing clubs, development of 
new clubs, combined academy squads and 
increasing support from full time staff were 
the four main themes that came from these 
meetings. 

l From this point on we presented the four 
themes for discussion. 

l The four areas and possible solutions were 
presented to the Connacht Council in October 
2024 and feedback was gathered from the 
council members. 

l Following this, four separate meetings took 
place with the key officers of each of the four 
county boards and their fixtures committees. 
The nights again included a presentation on 
the four themes followed by breakout 
sessions to gather all feedback from the 
officers in what should be included in the 
plan. 

l The 28 clubs currently playing hurling in the 
developing counties were invited to a 
meeting in the Connacht GAA COE. The 
night involved a presentation on the 
four themes followed by breakout 
sessions where all feedback from 
clubs was collated. 

l Finally, a meeting with the 
chairperson and secretary of the 
National Hurling Development 
Committee took place to get their 
thoughts on the plan to that 
point.  5

3. PLANNING PROCESS

24 June 2017: Roscommon players celebrate after the Bank of Ireland Celtic Challenge Corn Michael 
Feery Final match between Armagh and Roscommon at Netwatch Cullen Park in Carlow. 

 Photo by Seb Daly/Sportsfile 
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4. MISSION, VISION, VALUES

 
To help Connacht's hurling community grow and thrive so that clubs, teams 
and players can realise their full potential.  

This will be completed by:  
––  Developing a new strategy for expanding hurling throughout the 

province  
––  Strengthening and expanding the current structure   
––  Supplying teams with excellent coach education opportunities  
––  Providing an enhanced games offering to maximise player development 
––  We make a concerted effort to interact with and include every member 

of our society.

 
Community Identity 

 

 

 

 

Amateur Status 

 

 

 

Inclusiveness 

 

 
Respect 

 

 

Player Welfare 

 

 

Teamwork 

 

Our vision is to maximise each players potential by 
providing the opportunity to play hurling within 20 
minutes of their local GAA club 

OUR VISION 

OUR VALUES

VALUES WHAT THIS MEANS
 

l Community is at the heart of our Association 

l Everything we do helps to enrich the communities we serve 

l We foster a clear sense of identity and place 

l We support our members in contributing to the well-being of their  
respective communities   

l We are a volunteer-led organisation 

l All our players and members participate in our games as amateurs 

l We provide a games programme at all levels to meet the needs of all our 
players 

l We welcome everyone to be part of our Association 

l We support the needs of all our members  

l We respect each other both on and off the playing fields 

l We operate with integrity at all levels 

l We listen to and respect the views of all 

l We provide the best playing experience for all our players 

l We structure our games to allow players of all abilities to reach their 
potential 

l The cornerstone of our Association is effective teamwork on and off the 
field  

l Ní neart go cur le chéile (there is no strength without working together) 



ACTIVITY AREA 1: MAINTAIN AND 
SUPPORT EXISTING CLUBS  

Rationale: To ensure that all our current 
hurling clubs remain active and are strengthened 
and supported to maximise their potential. 

Below is a detailed summary of the overall 
actions for this area, followed by summaries of 
the actions, success measures and expected 
improvements throughout the course of the three-
year plan. 

Summary of Actions 

1. Commit to providing a Games Programme 
for Juvenile and Adult players. This is to 
include Go Games, Táin Óg, County 
Championships, Cú Chulainn League and a 
talent academy programme through Celtic 
Challenge and Hibernia League. 

2. Make Táin Óg and Cú Chulainn Leagues the 
“County League” fixtures programme i.e.: 
clubs play these games as their league and 
then play championship within county. 
This is to ensure all clubs get an adequate 
number and standard of games. Clubs 
currently playing competitions in other 
counties will be asked to commit to this 
new programme, to ensure fixture clashes 
are avoided.  

3. Enhance the Coach Education Programme 
to include Introduction to Gaelic Games 
Course (ICGG) for all Nursery/Underage 
coaches and Award 1 Course for Youth 
coaches. Informal and online Coach 
Education would also be included in areas 
such as Nursery and Go Games 
programmes. Currently courses are being 

provided but uptake from hurling coaches 
is poor.   

4. Taster hurling sessions led by staff for 
identification of players and parents from 
non-hurling clubs. Target existing football 
clubs surrounding hurling clubs/hubs and 
direct to the hurling clubs. (Hub Model) 

5. Identify volunteers and teachers not 
currently linked to clubs, who have an 
interest in developing hurling. This will be 
done through a co-ordinated recruitment 
campaign. 

6. Provide the Connacht GAA Club Support 
Programme to clubs who wish to take part 
or clubs identified by county officers and 
staff as in need of the programme. This 
programme helps clubs to assess their 
current situation, what they are doing and 
helps them develop a plan for 
improvement.  

7. Ensure each club has a club planning 
document form filled out. It is essential 
that a club has a plan in place so 
development can happen into the future.   

8. Club Development Officer (CDO) - 
encourage clubs to take part in the CDO 
scheme to create/strengthen link between 
schools and club.  

9. Provide hurling at every staff run Cúl 
Camps in the 4 counties.  

10. Maximise the Hurley/Helmet 
scheme for schools and clubs. 

11. Encourage clubs to run a dual 
nursery programme where 
kids get a taste of both hurling 
and football.

WHERE OUR CLUBS STAND IN 2024:  
 

Below is a summary of the details from each of 
the 28 clubs across the four hurling development 
counties in the province. For a full breakdown of 
each club and county, please see Appendix 1. 

l We have 28 Clubs playing hurling in the four 
hurling development counties in Connacht  

l There are almost 8,700 members in our clubs. 
Membership includes single club and dual 
club figures 

l 21 of the 28 clubs have a Nursery Programme 
in place 

l 25 of the 28 clubs participate in a Go Games 
programme 

l 20 clubs participated in Táin Óg competitions 
in 2024 in at least one age group. Eight clubs 
entered two age grades, and three clubs  
entered all three grades. 

l 448 club games were played by the 28 clubs 
at youth age grades (U-13–U-18) in the  
Connacht counties. These include Táin Óg, 
county and cross-county competitions. 

l 45 club games were played by the 28 clubs  
in the U-14, U-16, and U-18 Táin Óg  
competitions.  

l 13 clubs had a Club Development Officer in 
2024 under the Connacht GAA coaching 
scheme 

l 10 clubs have completed the Club Coaching & 
Games Planning Document
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5. WHERE THE PROVINCE IS AT NOW IN HURLING

6. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

ACTIVITY AREAS 
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Action Measure of 
Success

Expected 
Progress 2025

Expected 
Progress 2026

Expected 
Progress 2027

Have a dedicated 
midweek night to play 
hurling fixtures 
 
 
 

Club Hurling fixtures to be 
played on one dedicated 
night to avoid clashes 
with football fixtures 
 
 

Reach agreement with 
fixture planners in each 
county to have one 
dedicated night for 
hurling fixtures to take 
place 

Review, improve and 
progress 
 
 
 
 

Review, improve and 
progress 
 
 
 
 

Have separate talent 
academy days for hurling 
and football 
 
 
 

Hurling and football talent 
academy activity to take 
place on separate days to 
avoid fixture clashes for 
players, parents and 
coaches 

Reach agreement with 
fixtures planners in 
each county to 
dedicate Sunday as a 
talent Academy Day for 
hurling 

Review, improve and 
progress 
 
 
 
 

Review, improve and 
progress 
 
 
 
 

Replace County Leagues 
and other cross-county 
fixtures with regionally 
structured Tain Og League 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Connacht based Tain 
Og fixtures programme in 
place. 
Clubs are not playing in 
other county fixtures 
programme outside of the 
proposed new fixtures 
programme 
 
 
 

Increased participation 
in U14 age group at 
Tain Og. 
Speak to counties 
whose club teams are 
playing outside of the 
proposed new fixtures 
programme and liase 
with clubs to take part 
in the new fixtures 
programme 

Increased participation 
at U14 and U16 levels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Increased participation 
at U14, U16 and U18 
grades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Replace County Leagues 
with regionally structured 
Cu Chulainn fixtures 

New Connacht based Cu 
Chulainn fixtures 
programme in place 

Increased participation 
of teams  
 

Increased participation 
of teams 
 

Increased participation 
of teams 
 

Enhanced Coach 
Education Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Increased number of 
workshops and qualified 
coaches  
 
 
 
 
 

Pilot Hurling Nursery & 
Go Games workshop. 
Provide coaches with 
offering of ICGG, Award 
1 and Award 2 courses.  
One Award 1 coach per 
club 
 

Rollout of Hurling 
Nursery & Go Games 
workshop. 
Provide coaches with 
offering of ICGG, Award 
1 and Award 2 courses. 
Two Award 1 coaches 
per club 

Rollout of Hurling 
Nursery & Go Games 
workshop. 
Provide coaches with 
offering of ICGG, Award 
1 and Award 2 courses. 
One Award 2 coach per 
club 

Choose two clubs/hubs 
per year per county to 
host taster sessions in the 
surrounding football clubs 
and schools 
 
 

Increased the number of 
registered players 
 
 
 
 
 

Deliver taster sessions 
to chosen clubs and 
schools to align with 
club activity (2 clubs/ 
hubs per county per 
year) 
 

Deliver taster sessions 
to chosen clubs and 
schools to align with 
club activity (2 clubs/ 
hubs per county per 
year) 
 

Deliver taster sessions 
to chosen clubs and 
schools to align with 
club activity (2 clubs/ 
hubs per county per 
year). 
Extend to PPS 

Recruitment campaign to 
Identify volunteer coaches 
and teachers who can 
promote hurling  

Increase the number of 
volunteer coaches and 
teachers promoting 
hurling 

Add 1 new 
coach/admin to each 
club structure 
 

Add 1 new 
coach/admin to each 
club structure 
 

Add 1 new 
coach/admin to each 
club structure 
 

Deliver Club Support 
Programme to clubs/hubs 
 

Delivered to a minimum of 
1 club per county per year 
 

Delivered to a minimum 
of 1 club per county per 
year 

Delivered to a minimum 
of 1 club per county per 
year 

Delivered to a minimum 
of 1 club per county per 
year 

Ensure each club has a 
club planning document 
form filled 

Each club has a C&G plan 
in place  
 

Increased number of 
clubs with a plan 
 

Increased number of 
clubs with a plan 
 

Increased number of 
clubs with a plan 
 

Increase number of clubs 
with a CDO 
 

Year on year increase in 
the number of clubs with 
a CDO 

CDO in 50% of clubs 
 
 

CDO in 75% of clubs 
 
 

CDO in 90% of clubs 
 
 

Hurling provided at every 
staff lead Cul Camp 
 
 
 

Give every child who 
attends a Cul Camp the 
opportunity to play hurling 
 
 

Hurling at every staff 
run Cul Camp 
 
 
 

Hurling at every staff 
run Cul Camp.  
Run at least one stand-
alone Hurling Cul Camp 
in each county 

Hurling at every staff 
run Cul Camp.  
Run at least one stand-
alone Hurling Cul Camp 
in each county 

Maximise the Hurley/ 
Helmet scheme for 
schools and clubs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assess current use of the 
scheme by counties. 
Make recommendations 
on how the scheme 
should be used to 
maximise effectiveness. 
Ensure adequate supply 
of equipment to clubs and 
schools 

Apply for national 
equipment packs for 2 
new hurling hubs. 
Apply for national 
equipment packs for 5 
existing clubs 
 
 
 

Apply for national 
equipment packs for 2 
new hurling hubs. 
Apply for national 
equipment packs for 7 
existing clubs 
 
 
 

Apply for national 
equipment packs for 7 
existing clubs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promote Dual Code 
Nursery Programme in all 
Clubs 

All Clubs implement 
hurling and football as 
part of club Nursery 
programme 

Measure number of 
clubs implementing 
hurling and football as 
part of club Nursery 
programme. 
Promote idea of dual 
club Nursery with all 
clubs 

Meet and educate 
clubs not implementing 
a dual club Nursery 
Programme as to the 
benefits of it 
 

Meet and educate 
clubs not implementing 
a dual club Nursery 
Programme as to the 
benefits of it

6. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
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ACTIVITY AREA 2: DEVELOPMENT OF 
 NEW CLUBS/HUBS  

 
Rationale: Determine which locations in the 

province do not offer hurling (20 minutes by car) 
and, if necessary, proactively create additional 
clubs or hubs. 

Below is a detailed summary of the overall 
actions for this area, followed by summaries of 
the actions, success measures and expected 
improvements throughout the course of the three-
year plan. 

Summary of Actions 
1. Develop 4 new hurling clubs/hubs in the 

province. 

 
 
2. Facilitate the Club Support Programme for 

new clubs/hubs. 

3. Focus on Nursery and Go Games in these 
clubs/hubs and sustain for the 3 years to 
maximise chance of sustainability into the 
future. 

4. Identify volunteers and teachers who have an 
interest in developing the game. 

5. Identify Primary and Post Primary Schools in 
the regions to participate in provincial blitzes. 

6. Assess current rules to see are any rules 
prohibiting players playing the game of 
hurling.

6. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Action Measure of 
Success

Expected 
Progress 2025

Expected 
Progress 2026

Expected 
Progress 2027

Identify areas where clubs 
need to be developed 

4 clubs/hubs established 
or reestablished 

Ballinamore & 
Gortletteragh  

Monksland & North 
Roscommon  

All 4 clubs/hubs still 
progressing 

New clubs/hubs to take 
part in Club Support 
Programme 

Each club/hub takes part 
in the programme 
 

Complete two by the 
end of March 
 

Complete two by the 
end of March 
 

Complete by end of 
March 
 

Provide Nursery & Go 
Games Workshop to New 
Clubs/Hubs 

Each club/hub has 
workshops delivered 
 

Complete two by the 
end of March 
 

Complete two by the 
end of March 
 

Complete by end of 
March 
 

Recruitment campaign to 
Identify volunteer coaches 
and teachers who can 
promote hurling  

Increased number of 
volunteer coaches and 
teachers helping to 
promote hurling 

Add 1 new 
coach/admin to club 
structure  
 

Add 1 new 
coach/admin to club 
structure 
 

Add 1 new 
coach/admin to club 
structure 
 

Create a list of 
schools/teachers who are 
willing to take part in 
provincial blitz days 
 
 
 
 
 

2 primary and 2 post 
primary schools' 
provincial blitzes take 
place each year. 
-Increased number of 
schools participating. 
Target new schools to 
take part who have not 
done so in the past 

Organise and run 2 
primary and 2 post 
primary schools' blitzes 
at the Connacht centre. 
Target non hurling 
playing schools to take 
part  
 
 

Organise and run 2 
primary and 2 post 
primary schools' blitzes 
at the Connacht centre. 
Increase the number of 
schools participating.   
Increase the number of 
new non hurling 
schools to take part  

Organise and run 3 
primary and 3 post 
primary schools' blitzes 
at the Connacht centre. 
-Increase the number of 
schools participating.   
Increase the number of 
new non hurling 
schools to take part 

Assess current rules to 
see are any rules 
prohibiting players playing 
the game of hurling 

Remove any unreasonable 
rules that hinder 
participation 
 

Liase with Co. Board 
and Connacht Council 
to assess current rules. 
Make recommend-
ations for rules changes 
to the relevant 
committees 

Ongoing assessment of 
rules 

Ongoing assessment of 
rules 
 

SLIGO SQUAD – Celtic Challenge



10

ACTIVITY AREA 3: TALENT ACADEMIES  
 
Rationale: To provide an opportunity for our 

Academy players to have the best experience 
possible as developmental players, including the 
chance to play against players from Tier 1 
counties. 

Below is a detailed summary of the overall 
actions for this area, followed by summaries of 
the actions, success measures and expected 
improvements throughout the course of the three-
year plan. 

Summary of Actions 

1. Establish a Regional Connacht hurling (Sligo, 
Roscommon, Mayo and Leitrim) talent 

academy squad at 15s and 16s to play Tier 1 
counties. 

2. Provide 7-a-side or 11-a-side developmental 
days between the 4 Connacht counties at U15 
level.   

3. Continue with Celtic Challenge and give it new 
impetus in terms of promotion. 

4. One dedicated academy hurling day per week 
in each county.  

5. Create a dual player policy for counties. 

6. Use post-primary schools to link with squads. 
Use blitz type competitions as a selection 
process for each age-group. 

7. Provide at least one 3rd Level bursary per 
county to reflect individual development.

6. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Action Measure of 
Success

Expected 
Progress 2025

Expected 
Progress 2026

Expected 
Progress 2027

Form Connacht Regional 
squads at U15 & U16 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional squads playing a 
minimum 2 games per 
year against Tier 1 county 
squads 
 
 
 

Regional squads 
playing a minimum 2 
games against Tier 1 
county squads 
 
 
 

Regional squads 
playing a minimum 2 
games against Tier 1 
county squads with 
possibility of being 
curtain raiser to 
Connacht SFC game 

Regional squads 
playing a minimum 2 
games against Tier 1 
county squads with 
possibility of being 
curtain raiser to 
Connacht SFC game 

Create a Dual Player 
Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Create a policy where we 
can balance the youth 
players ability to compete 
in more than one sport 
while ensuring their well-
being, academic success, 
and fair treatment. 
 
 

Encourage coaches 
and players to open 
channels of 
communication so that 
a schedule is created 
that accommodates 
training, games, and 
other team 
commitments. 

Build on this to ensure 
that all players are 
afforded the 
opportunity to play 
more than one sport 
without suffering any 
negative 
consequences. 
 

Build on this to ensure 
that all players are 
afforded the 
opportunity to play 
more than one sport 
without suffering any 
negative 
consequences. 
 

Provide 7/11-a-side 
developmental days 
between the 4 Connacht 
counties 

Two 7/11-a-side 
developmental days at 
Connacht GAA centre 
each year 

Two 7/11-a-side 
developmental days at 
Connacht GAA centre 
each year 

Two 7/11-a-side 
developmental days at 
Connacht GAA centre 
each year 

Two 7/11-a-side 
developmental days at 
Connacht GAA centre 
each year 

Promote Celtic Challenge 
 
 
 
  

Continued participation by 
all Connacht counties 
Provide Connacht based 
Celtic challenge 
preparation games 

Organise 1 
developmental game in 
preparation for Celtic 
Challenge 
 

Organise 2 
developmental game in 
prep for Celtic 
Challenge 
 

Organise 2 
developmental game in 
prep for Celtic 
Challenge 
 

One dedicated talent 
academy hurling day per 
week in each county 
 

Achieve one dedicated 
academy hurling day in 
conjunction with Co. 
Fixtures planners 

Establish Sunday as the 
dedicated Academy 
Day in each county. 
 

Review and progress 
 
 
 

Review and progress 
 
 
 

Use post-primary schools 
to link with squads 
 
 
 
 
 

Increase interest and 
participation of Post 
Primary schools in formal 
competition and blitzes. 
 
 
 

2 x Connacht 
invitational blitzes. 
County GDC’s monitor 
and recommend top 
players for Academy  
 
 

2 x Connacht 
invitational blitzes. 
1 x County/Regional 
blitz. 
County GDC’s monitor 
and recommend top 
players for Academy 

2 x Connacht 
invitational blitzes. 
1 x County/Regional 
blitz. 
County GDC’s monitor 
and recommend top 
players for Academy 

Provide at least one 3rd 
Level bursary per county 
to reflect individual 
development 
 

Identify Hurling student in 
3rd Level from each 
county and ensure they 
are involved in a playing 
or admin role 

Support student 
through Bursary 
scheme and/or 
personal training 
opportunities 

Support student 
through Bursary 
scheme and/or 
personal training 
opportunities 

Support student 
through Bursary 
scheme and/or 
personal training 
opportunities 

Provide a Connacht U20 
Developmental 
League/Blitz 

Get Developing Counties 
to enter a development 
team in league/blitz to use 
as warm-up games prior 
to start of championship  

Organise 
developmental blitz 
(mid-February) to 
ensure counties get 
warm-up games prior 
to start of 
championship 

Organise 
developmental blitz 
(mid-February) to 
ensure counties get 
warm-up games prior 
to start of 
championship 
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ACTIVITY AREA 4: SUPPORT HURLING 
DEVELOPMENT THROUGH HURLING STAFF 
& INITIATIVES  

 
Rationale: Provide extra supports to hurling 

clubs and players through extra hurling staff and 
initiatives.   

Below is a detailed summary of the overall 
actions for this area, followed by summaries of 
the actions, success measures and expected 
improvements throughout the course of the three-
year plan. 

 

Summary of Actions 
1. Enhance the Coach Education Programme to 

include Introduction to Gaelic Games Course 

(ICGG) for all Nursery/Underage coaches and 
Award 1 Course for Youth coaches. Informal 
coach Education would also be included in 
areas such as Nursery programmes and Go 
Games.  Currently courses are being provided 
but uptake from hurling coaches is poor.     

2. Create a “one stop shop” for hurling 
resources, so that coaches can have easy 
access. Utilise Connacht GAA social media 
channels to promote good coaching practices.   

3. Develop a programme where a Tier 1 
player/high profile person visits all clubs to 
promote/increase profile of hurling. 

4. Adapt the CDO programme so that hurling 
clubs can gain access to the programme 
regardless of where the club is at in their 
development.

6. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

We are grateful to all who contributed to helping 
put this plan together, and hope that it will serve 
our province well over the next three years.  

l Connacht Council 
l Provincial and County Coaching and Games 

Staff 

l County Coaching and Games Steering 
Committees 

l County Boards, Hurling Boards, 
Fixtures Planners in each county 

l Clubs in Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon 
and Leitrim 

7. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The plan will be monitored, measured and 
reviewed over its lifespan by Connacht Provincial 
C&G Manager, Cathal Cregg, and Assistant 
Provincial C&G Manager, Damian Curley. It will be 
reviewed monthly and yearly by the above along 
with the County Head of Games, Thomas Keenan 
(Leitrim), Padraic Mitchell (Roscommon), Liam Óg 
Gormley (Sligo), and Billy McNicholas (Mayo) who 
each have specific responsibility for developing 

Gaelic Games in the four counties. 
Included in the review and implementation 

process will be the county hurling GDC’s Darragh 
Cox (Sligo and Leitrim), Proinsias Kilion 
(Roscommon), and Cian O’Toole (Mayo), who each 
have specific responsibility for developing hurling 
in the four counties. The plan is also reliant on the 
cooperation of County Board Officers in each of 
the counties. 

IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS

Action Measure of 
Success

Expected 
Progress 2025

Expected 
Progress 2026

Expected 
Progress 2027

Regular and consistent 
upskilling of coaches 
 
 

Increased number of 
coaches and quality of 
hurling coaching 
throughout the province 

Two informal Hurling 
Workshop in each 
county 
 

Two informal Hurling 
Workshop in each 
county 
 

Two informal Hurling 
Workshop in each 
county 
 

Create a “One Stop Shop” 
for hurling resources 
 
 
 

Signpost for 
Coaches/Admin to access 
materials and resources to 
promote and improve 
hurling 

Add Coach Education 
resources, Nursery 
Resources and Activity 
Planner 
 

Add suppliers of 
equipment and pricing 
– contact list of 
clubs/officers 
 

Complete Hurling 
Resource attached to 
connachtgaa.ie 
 
 

Club visit by inter county 
player/high profile person 
from Tier 1 county to 
promote hurling to child 
and youth players 
 

Each club in county to get 
one visit. 
Use Cul Camp 
opportunities for Q&A, 
autographs, photo ops, 
hurling tips etc. 

Develop a process for 
this action to be 
implemented. 
10 clubs visited across 
the 4 counties 
 

10 clubs visited across 
the 4 counties. 
75% of clubs have a 
CDO 
 

10 clubs visited across 
the 4 counties 
 
 
 
 

Adopt CDO model to 
facilitate existing and 
developing hurling clubs  

90% of clubs have a CDO. 
Develop and implement a 
process for all clubs to be 
able to access the model 
in terms of hours and 
finance 

Adopt a process for all 
clubs to be able to 
access the model in 
terms of hours and 
finance. 
50% of clubs have a 
CDO 

90% of clubs have a 
CDO 
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Sligo 
                                    Members    Nursery    go game      games in Sligo (U14-18)     Tain og U14      Tain og U16     Tain og U18    CDo      Planning Document  
      Tourlestrane            252          No          Yes        30 played (32) fixed       100%           100%        No entry     No                 No 
    Western Gaels          190         Yes         Yes                   30 (32)                   60%             83%         No entry    Yes                No 
       Drumcliffe              424          No          Yes                   19 (32)                  100%         No entry      No entry    Yes                No 
 Calry/St. Joseph’s       198         Yes         Yes                   23 (32)                  100%         No entry      No entry    Yes                Yes 
 Coolera Strandhill       489         Yes         Yes                   16 (32)                  100%            80%         No entry    Yes                Yes 
          Easkey                133         Yes         Yes                   19 (32)                  100%            83%         No entry     No                 No 
       St. Molaise             709         Yes         Yes                   11 (32)                No entry         100%        No entry     No                Yes 
      Naomh Eoin            108          No          Yes                   11 (32)                No entry       No entry      No entry     No                 No 
 

MAyo 
                                    Members    Nursery    go game      games in Mayo (U14-18)     Tain og U14      Tain og U16     Tain og U18    CDo      Planning Document  
         Tooreen               227         Yes         Yes                   21 (30)                  100%            25%             25%        No                 No 
          Ballina                520         Yes         Yes                   16 (30)                  100%         No entry      No entry     No                 No 
        Castlebar              174         Yes         Yes                   28 (30)                  100%            75%         No entry    Yes                No 
         Moytura               118          No          No                    22 (30)                No entry       No entry      No entry     No                 No 
      Gael Iorrais              73           No          No                    18 (30)                  100%         No entry      No entry    Yes                No 
      Ballyhaunis            248         Yes         Yes                   23 (30)                  100%         No entry      No entry    Yes                No 
      Claremorris            565         Yes         Yes                   26 (30)                No entry       No entry      No entry     No                Yes 
        Ballyvary              153         Yes         Yes                   17 (30)                  100%            67%         No entry     No                 No 
        Westport              816         Yes         Yes                   21 (30)                  100%            75%         No entry     No                 No 
     Caiseal Gaels            79           No          Yes                   10 (30)                No entry       No entry      No entry     No                 No 
 

RoSCoMMoN 
                                    Members    Nursery    go game       games in Ros (U14-18)      Tain og U14      Tain og U16     Tain og U18    CDo      Planning Document  
      Four Roads            124         Yes         Yes                   13 (26)                No entry       No entry      No entry     No                Yes 
        Athleague              150         Yes         Yes                   19 (26)                   33%             60%               0          Yes                Yes 
         Tremane                57          Yes         Yes                   19 (26)                   33%             60%               0          Yes               Yes 
Roscommon Gaels      801         Yes         Yes                   19 (26)                   33%             83%         No entry    Yes                No 
  Padraig Pearses        825         Yes         Yes                   20 (26)                No entry       No entry      No entry    Yes                Yes 
     St. Dominic’s           560         Yes         Yes                   10 (26)                No entry          67%         No entry     No                 No 
            Oran                   91          Yes         Yes                   19 (26)                No entry       No entry      No entry     No                Yes 
           Boyle                 321         Yes         Yes                    0 (26)                 No entry       No entry      No entry     No                 No 

 
lEiTRiM 

                                    Members    Nursery    go game    games in leitrim (U14-18)   Tain og U14      Tain og U16     Tain og U18    CDo      Planning Document  
Carrick Hurling              124         Yes         Yes                     3 (4)                    100%            75%         No entry    Yes                No 
Cluainin Iomaint            150         Yes         Yes                     3 (4)                     67%             67%             75%        No                 No 

8. APPENDIX

Appendix 1

LEITRIM SQUAD – Celtic Challenge


